
  

 

it a little more accessible for everyone. 

 Earlier this year, I sent a 
letter to the six Department Com-
mandants expressing my intention 
to run for a second term as New 
England Division National Vice 
Commandant. I’ve been incredibly 
grateful for the support I’ve re-
ceived so far, and I humbly ask for 
your continued support as I strive 
to serve you for another term. I’m 
fortunate to work with a dedicated 
team that truly puts service before 
self, and we’re all committed to 
making this Division the best it can 
be. 

 Another event worth men-
tioning is the National Convention 
in August, which will take place in 
the great state of Texas. You can 

find more details here. I’ll be sure to remind every-
one as we get closer to the event. 

 In closing, I’m hopeful that this year will 
bring more submissions from Detachments for our 
Division newsletter. Our editor, Walt Benson, does 
an outstanding job putting it all together, but he 
can’t highlight the amazing events happening in 
every Detachment without your help. Please send 
your updates and information so we can all stay 
connected and celebrate each other’s successes. 

I look forward to seeing you all at 
Midwinter and in Maine! 

Message From The Division  Commandant 

February 2025 — March 2025 

Newsletter of The New England Division of The Marine Corps League Vol. 4 Issue 3 

Members, 
 I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday 
season and a Happy New Year! As we step into 
2025, it's clear this year will be as 
busy as ever. But what makes this 
year truly special is that we are cel-
ebrating the 250th anniversary of 
our beloved Marine Corps. There 
will be plenty of birthday balls to 
attend, and we’re all looking for-
ward to honoring this monumental 
milestone together. 

 As many of you may have 
heard, the Division is in the process 
of planning our own 250th celebra-
tion, and although putting together 
the logistics has proven to be more 
challenging than anticipated, we 
are working hard to ensure it will be 
a memorable and enjoyable event 
for all. Stay tuned for more details 
as they become available! 

 Looking ahead, we have the Midwinter 
Conference coming up in Virginia. If you haven’t 
had the opportunity to attend before, I highly rec-
ommend it. It’s a fantastic chance to spend a few 
days with League members from around the coun-
try. You can learn more about the conference 
here. 

 In addition, this year the New England Divi-
sion Conference/Quad State Convention will be 
held in Portland, Maine. For more information, 
please visitwww.Marinecorpsleaguemaine.org. 
The Department of Maine is putting in a lot of effort 
to ensure this will be an event to remember. And 
just like last year, the Division will hold a raffle for 
those attending, with prizes including reimburse-
ment for hotel expenses, travel costs, or banquet 
meals. We understand how expensive it can be to 
attend these events, and we hope this helps make 

Patrick Maguire  
National Vice Commandant  
New England Division 
Marine Corps League 
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Division Vice Commandant Patrick Maguire Coventry, RI 02816 
PMaguire@mcleague.org c-401-481-7995 Dept. of RI   Kent Country Det. 453 
   
Assistance Div. Vice Comdt. Michael Hinds Woburn, MA 01801 
Mhinds579@gmail.com C-617-960-6595 Dept. of MA   Honorable Few Det. 1302 
   
Chief of Staff Joe Afonso Pawtucket RI 02861 
bucciatwood@rimcl.org 401-454-9010 Dept of RI Bucci Atwood Detachment 376 
   
Division Adjutant / NewsleƩer Editor Walt Benson Prospect, CT 06712 
walt.benson5@gmail.com c-203-768-8435 Dept. of CT   Brass City Memorial Det. 31 
   
Aide de Camp Laurent J. ChreƟen Gorham, ME 04038 
Lschris68@msn.com c-207-894-8906 Dept. of ME   Southern Maine Det. 1324 
   
Division Paymaster Wayne Hamilton Johnston RI 02919 
Wayham913@gmail.com c-401-719-6386 Dept of RI Bucci Atwood Detachment 376 
   
Division Chaplain Jane Deptula Coventry, RI 02816 
Janie.deptula@gmail.com h-401-825-6685 Dept. of RI   Kent Country Det. 453 
   
Division Sergeant at Arms Jim Soder Berlin CT. 06037 
412redbone@att.net 860-262-2690 Dept of CT Hardware City Det 781 
   

Div. Compliance Officer OPEN  
   
   
Div. LegislaƟve Officer Warren Griffin Holliston, MA 01746 
wgriffin@mcleague.org c-774-292-1527 Dept. of MA   Metro West Det. 1037 
   

Div. Legal Advisor OPEN  
   
   
Div. Photographer Peter King Raynham, MA 02767 
chieŅ@comcast.net c-508-230-4117 Dept. of MA   Grtr New Bedford Det. 1399 
   

Div. Historian OPEN  
   
   
Div. Toys 4 Tots Laurent J. ChreƟen Gorham, ME 04038 
Lschris68@msn.com c-207-894-8906 Dept. of ME   Southern Maine Det. 1324 
   
Div. Young Marine Liaison Bruce Katz Swansea, MA 02777 
brucejkatz@gmail.com c-603-866-1183 Dept. of MA   Van Gyzen Det. 1285 
   
Div. BSA Liaison Christopher Cekovsky Wesƞield MA. 01085 
ccekovsky@gmail.com c-413-427-8456 Dept. of MA. Wesƞield River Valley Det 141 
   

New England Division Contact Information 
2024 — 2025 
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New England Division Contact Information 
2024 — 2025 

    important 
Laskey’s Telegraph is published every two months in the 
first week of the following months. 

FEBRUARY. APRIL, JUNE, AUGUST, OCTOBER AND 
DECEMBER.  
The cut off date for submitting material is the last week 
of the following months. JANUARY, MARCH, MAY, JU-
LY, SEPTEMBER AND NOVEMBER.. If there is a spe-
cial circumstance please call to make arrangements.  

Send submissions to: 

Walt.benson5@gmail.com 

203-768-8435 

Send pictures, please include names and what you and 
your detachment is doing. 
 

Div. MODD Liaison Patrick McMahon 24 Newton Rd. Norwich CT 06360 
VCDDMcMahon@gmail.com c-207-752-0025 Dept. of CT Thames River Det. 1334 
   
Div. Auxiliary Liaison OPEN  
   
   
Div. Web Sergeant  Brian Brooks  
Sgt_brooks@yahoo.com 413-768-0316  
   
Dept of CT Commandant Rich Daigle  
Poppop.daigle@gmail.com 860-222-5024  
   
Dept of MA Commandant Jon Zwirbilia    
commandant@mcldeptofmassachuseƩs.org   
   
Dept of ME Commandant Peter Lubas  
flyfisherman@verizon.net 908-963-2610  
   
Dept of NH Commandant Cody Dumont  
Mcl_cody_dumont@melcara.com 603-785-2665  
   

Dept of RI Commandant Joe Afonso   
bucciatwood@rimcl.org 401-454-9010  
   
Dept of VT Commandant Bob Mayers  
mayersra1@outlook.com 802-626-8058  
   

  What  Should  
       I Submit? 
This is your Newsletter, so anything 
you think others might be interested 
in. Look at the categories, Depart-
ments, Toy for Tots, Devil Dogs, 
Taps, Birthdays, Sick and I  Need. 
Upcoming Events, Help Wanted, 
History, League and Marine Corps, 
Birthdays, Awards and Recognition. 
Community Events, Scholarships, 
Conventions, Meetings and Grand 
Growls, and ongoing projects. What 
are we doing for recruiting? What 
are we doing for Marines for Life? 
What can we do to bring back the 
Auxiliary? Think of some of the pro-
grams we have expanded and can 
you think of any others you want to 
create or expand? We expanded 
the Dogs to include donations to 
provide help to animal shelters, 
what about other groups? What 
about donations for women's shel-
ters for women and children of 
these women? Toys For Tots ex-
panded there program to allow year 
round help to children in distress. 
Someone had an idea and this grew 
from it, you could start your idea 
here. I am sure there is more but 
this is a good start 

   Walt Benson 
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FEBRUARY 3RD 1943 
THE USAT DORCHESTER  

 On February 3rd 2025 Division Chaplain Jane Deptula, hosted an event at The Cornerstone of Faith United 

Methodist Church, Along with the Bucci Atwood Detachment in Coventry Rhode Island. On Feb. 3, 1943, the U.S.A.T. 

Dorchester carrying 902 service men, merchant seamen and civilian workers was sunk in the cold Atlantic.  

 Through the pandemoni- um, according to those present, 

four Army chaplains brought hope in despair and light in darkness. 

Those chaplains were Lt. George L. Fox, Methodist; Lt. Alexander 

D. Goode, Jewish; Lt. John P. Washington, Roman Catholic; 

and Lt. Clark V. Poling, Dutch Re- formed. Quickly and quietly, the 

four chaplains spread out among the soldiers. There they tried to 

calm the frightened, tend the wounded and guide the disorient-

ed toward safety. “Witnesses of that terrible night remember hear-

ing the four men offer prayers for the dying and encouragement for 

those who would live,” says Wyatt R. Fox, son of Reverend Fox. 

One witness, Private William B. Bednar, found himself floating in 

oil-smeared water surrounded by dead bodies and debris. “I could hear men crying, pleading, praying,” Bednar recalls. 

“I could also hear the chaplains preaching courage. Their voices were the only thing that kept me going.” By this time, 

most of the men were topside, and the chaplains opened a storage locker and began distributing life jackets. It was 

then that Engineer Grady Clark witnessed an astonishing sight. When there were no more lifejackets in the storage 

room, the chaplains removed theirs and gave them to four frightened young men. “It was the finest thing I have seen or 

hope to see this side of heaven,” said John Ladd, another survivor who saw the chaplains’ selfless act. As the ship went 

down, survivors in 

nearby rafts could 

see the four chap-

lains–arms linked 

and braced 

against the slant-

ing deck. Their 

voices could also 

be heard offering 

prayers. Of the 

902 men aboard 

the U.S.A.T. Dor-

chester, 672 died, 

leaving 230 survi-

vors.  

 When the 

news reached 

American shores, 

the nation was 

stunned by the 

magnitude of the 
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The four chaplains  
memorial foundation and chapel 

tragedy and heroic conduct of the four chaplains. “Valor is a 

gift,” Carl Sandburg once said. “Those having it never know 

for sure whether they have it until the test comes.” That 

night Reverend Fox, Rabbi Goode, Reverend Poling and 

Father Washington passed life’s ultimate test. In doing so, 

they became an enduring example of extraordinary faith, 

courage and selflessness. The Distinguished Service Cross 

and Purple Heart were awarded posthumously December 

19, 1944, to the next of kin by Lt. Gen. Brehon B. Somervell, 

Commanding General of the Army Service Forces, in a cer-

emony at the post chapel at Fort Myer, VA. A one-time only 

posthumous Special Medal for Heroism was authorized by 

Congress and awarded by the President Eisenhower on 

January 18, 1961. The special medal was intended to have 

the same weight and importance as the Medal of Honor . 

 The Chapel of the Four Chaplains recognizes peo-

ple throughout the year for selfless acts of kindness or hu-

manitarian deeds. Manny Marine Corps League members 

have been recipients of these awards. When I came into the 

league I saw there was an award for The Marine of the 

year, and I wondered how could someone possibly be 

deserving of that? Then a few years ago I found myself 

receiving an award from the Chapel of The Four Chap-

lains. I look at awards a little differently than most in that 

they should inspire people to do better every day. To 

strive for higher goals and purpose. If someone gave you 

this award then you should strive every day to show you 

deserve it. I have two particular awards I am proud of 

Marine Of The Year, which drives me every day to get up 

and do all I can to serve and advance the Marine Corps 

League every day, one foot in front of the other and nev-

er quit. The other is the Four Chaplains Award which ad-

dresses how I work with, treat, and serve my fellow man. 

This Award is a little harder to honor and be good at. It is 

my hope that the legacy these Chaplains left behind 

would inspire us step up and be better examples of what 

all of us should be. So when our test in life comes we find 

that we too possess the Valor, strength and love we need 

to succeed.  

                                            Walt Benson 
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Happy valentines day  
new england 

My Angel My Girlfriend 
 

Some people believe there is one, 
The one who points your way to the sun. 
A person they believe makes them complete, 
The one who will support when facing defeat. 
 
You are my angel, my one and only, 
My forever love, so we'll never be lonely. 
You've brought to my life all your love and care. 
It made me see when I realized how rare 
It is to meet your angel, or their lifetime one, 
Through you and my children, whose life has be-
gun. 
 
What you've done, you've illuminated my soul. 
It's you and your love that has made me whole. 
The feel of your love, your soft touch and caress, 
We're tight, so close; your heart beats in my chest. 
 
All that we have always felt missing before. 
Though I love you today, tomorrow it will be more. 
Our love is life; we are the strongest tree, 
Which will always grow forever, like you and me. 
 
You have opened my heart and held it so dear. 
You are my angel and will always keep it near. 
You have seen my ups and cared when I was low. 
You are my angel; I just need you to know. 
 
You entered my life through a ray of sun above, 
And when we leave, we will leave together in love. 
My love for you has become my reason to be. 
I hope one day you'll find your angel in me 
    Rick Morley.  

 Happy St. Patrick's day marines 
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Hello to all of our Marine Corps League members and their families.  I wanted to let you know about 

a newer committee that was the creation of Past National Commandant Warren Griffin.  Last year 

Warren wanted to do more for our Marines pertaining to their mental health and wellness.  This is 

how HAMSAL was created.  HAMSAL, which stands for “Help A Marine, Save A Life”, centers 

around taking care of yourself, as well as taking care of each other. 

 

Last year I attended many Division Conferences upon request and presented a PowerPoint that in-

cluded a little bit about my story, Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR), mental health and substance 

use disorder.  QPR covers suicide awareness and prevention, and I know that we do not talk about 

this enough.  What’s that you say, you don’t like talking about these uncomfortable topics?  Well, I 

am here to tell you that those days are gone.  We are our brothers and sisters keeper, whether you 

know or it like it.  We cannot do this alone so we will do this together.   

 

I was honored to speak at the New England/Quad States Conference and if you missed it, you are 

in luck.  I am available to present to your Department and your membership to help spread the 

word.  My HAMSAL presentation can also be found on the MCL Library under the member section.  

As a retired Police Officer and Marine Corps veteran in recovery, I understand about suffering in si-

lence and fighting that stigma, especially within the First Responder and military/veteran community.  

But now I recover loudly and help others with their mental health and substance use.  Please feel 

free to reach out to me at any time and contact me at shoremarines@gmail.com and 732-921-7411.  

Semper Fi! 

 

 

 

Brian Gillespie 

New England division 
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From the editor 

 Back in December as most of us were scrambling around to get the last all important Christmas pre-
sent, or attending Christmas parties. Or just taking in the food and spirit which we embrace as Christmas, a 
group of Marines from the Department of Maine came together in the cold to begin 
a journey from Maine to Arlington. These Devil Dogs decided to embrace the 
spirit of giving as they formed a convoy to escort the Wreaths Across America trailer 
on its noble journey. They traveled by day and ate and rested by night all the while 
visiting with veterans and supporters on their journey.  The full story and the pictures 
will appear in the New England Division Newsletter in a few days. Call it a journey of 
love, a mission to pay back the sacrifice of those who went before us or a demon-
stration of a lesson the world has never learned from veterans, brotherhood. As I 
looked at some of the images of the wreaths lying against the headstones on the 
blanket of fresh white snow, I could not help but feel the peace and tranquility in this 
place where those who died in battle now rest. I cannot speak for those who 
made the journey but if I was laying the wreaths  on each grave I would be drawn to 
read the name, to know more. Was he a Marine, a Soldier, a Sailor or Airforce, and what battle did he fall in 
and it stole all of his youth. I would make my way along the path and stop at every grave and before I left this 
field of rest I would say a little prayer and ask a blessing from above that they remain here in eternal rest. You 
have served your country and your fellow man with a sacrifice that cannot be repaid, but here and now at 
Christmas time we hope this simple tribute will honor you. Thank you Marines for this gesture you made and 
in the journey you solemnly made. This gift of love and honor you have given to those who gave it all. May 
the wreath we lay at the stone that marks your name, display the honor and respect we have for you, and the 
snow that covers you bring you peace and warmth as you lie at rest and the love of those you left behind. 

             Walt Benson 

Have you joined any of these meetings? Well if you missed any oft 
them, they are available on You Tube and there are a lot of good top-
ics to choose from 

        OPEN FOR ALL 
MEMBERS OF THE MCL 
    & MCL AUXILIARY 

A story worth telling 


