Marines and Members,

| hope your summer is going well and that
you've had the opportunity to spend some quality
time with family and friends. | would
like to take this opportunity to say
that the first New England Division
Conference, held in Springfield,
Massachusetts, was a success.
Thank you to the Department of
Massachusetts for hosting this
year's conference. There was some
uncertainty about how the new for-
mat would be received, but based
on the survey results from those
who attended, the feedback was
overwhelmingly positive. Members
also shared a few suggestions for
improvements and additions, and
we will be working to incorporate
those ideas into future confer-
ences. Overall, | believe the confer-
ence was a great success. A sin-
cere THANK YOU goes out to eve- \f
ryone who helped plan the confer- [
ence, as well as those who volun-
teered throughout the weekend. Your hard work and
dedication made this event possible.

The presenters provided valuable information
that each of us can take back to our Detachments. |
would like to recognize them once again and thank
them for taking the time to support the New England
Division Conference:

e National Senior Vice Commandant Russ Miller
e National Junior Vice Commandant Dave Porter
e National Executive Director/COO Bob Borka

e 62nd Chief Devil Dog PDD Joe D'Angelo

e Marine For Life Representative Dave Ossian

e H.A.M.S.A L. Representative Brian Gillespie
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e National Chaplain Howard Schaeffer

Congratulations to our 2026 New England Division

award recipients:

e Marine of the Year: Dave Porter

e Associate Member of the Year: Pa
tricia Anthony

R e GySgt Knapp Award: Bob Mayers

&,&\- » Congratulations to each of you on

these well-deserved honors.

We were also honored to
have representatives from the Quilts
of Valor Foundation join us. Quilts of
Valor is a nonprofit organization that
presents handmade quilts to service
members and veterans. Each quilt
serves as a tangible expression of
gratitude, recognizing their sacrifices
and providing comfort and support.
Congratulations to this year's Quilt of
Valor recipients:

e Bob Mayers — Vermont

e Peter King — Massachusetts

e \Wayne Salisbury Sr. — Rhode Is
land

e Wayne Caron — Maine

e Bill Lee — Connecticut

Looking ahead, the 2027 New England Divi-
sion Conference will be hosted by the Department of
Rhode Island. Additional information and registration
details will be shared as planning is finalized.

Thank you for your continued
dedication to the Marine Corps League
and to the veterans, Marines, and
communities we proudly serve. /

\
Patrick Maguire
National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Corps League
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New England Division Contact Information
2024 — 2025

Patrick Maguire
c-401-481-7995

Michael Hinds
C-617-520-4469

Joe Afonso
401-454-9010

Walt Benson
c-203-768-8435

Laurent J. Chretien

c-207-894-8906

Wayne Hamilton
c-401-719-6386

Jane Deptula
h-401-480-0445

Jim Soder
860-262-2690

Cherie Monnell
207-752-0025

Warren Griffin
c-774-292-1527

OPEN

Peter King
c-508-230-4117

Pat McMahon
207-752-0025

Jon Zwirblia
c-207-894-8906

Bruce Katz
c-603-866-1183

Christopher Cekovsky

c-413-427-8456

Coventry, R1 02816
Dept. of Rl Kent Country Det. 453

Woburn, MA 01801
Dept. of MA Honorable Few Det. 1302

Pawtucket RI 02861
Dept of Rl Bucci Atwood Detachment 376

Prospect, CT 06712
Dept. of CT Brass City Memorial Det. 31

Gorham, ME 04038
Dept. of ME Southern Maine Det. 1324

Johnston RI 02919
Dept of Rl Bucci Atwood Detachment 376

Coventry, RI 02816
Dept. of Rl Kent Country Det. 453

Berlin CT. 06037
Dept of CT Hardware City Det 781

Milford NH 03055
Dept of NH Seacoast Det 394

Holliston, MA 01746
Dept. of MA Metro West Det. 1037

Raynham, MA 02767
Dept. of MA Grtr New Bedford Det. 1399

Norwich CT 06360
Dept. of CT Thames River Det. 1334

Southbridge MA 01550
Dept of MA Worcester Det. 144

Swansea, MA 02777
Dept. of MA Van Gyzen Det. 1285

Westfield MA. 01085
Dept. of MA. Westfield River Valley Det 141




DIV Auxiliary Liaison

Div. Youth Physical Fitness

Div. Web Sergeant
Sgt brooks@yahoo.com

Dept of CT Commandant
walt.benson5@gmail.com

Dept of MA Commandant
Mhinds579@gmail.com

Dept of ME Commandant
flyfisherman@verizon.net

Dept of NH Commandant
cody dumont@melcara.com

Dept of RI Commandant
bucciatwood@rimcl.org

Dept of VT Commandant
mavyersral@outlook.com

New England Division Contact Information
2024 — 2025

OPEN

OPEN

Brian Brooks
413-768-0316

Walt Benson
(203)768-8435

Mike Hinds
C-617-520-4469

Peter Lubas
908-963-2610

Cody Dumont
603-785-2665

Joe Afonso
401-454-9010

Bob Mayers
802-626-8058

IMPORTANT

Laskey’s Telegraph is published every two months in the

first week of the following months.

I SUBMIT?

This is your Newsletter, so anything
you think others might be interested
in, please share it here. Look at the
categories, Departments, Toy for
Tots, Devil Dogs, Taps, Birthdays,
Sick, Personal writings, Upcoming
Events, Help Wanted, History,
League and Marine Corps, Awards
and Recognition. Community
Events, Scholarships, Conventions,
Meetings and Grand Growls, and
ongoing projects. What are we do-
ing for recruiting? What are we do-
ing for Marines for Life? What can
we do to bring back the Auxiliary?
Think of some of the programs we
have expanded and can you think of
any others you want to create or ex-
pand? We expanded the Dogs to
include donations to provide help to
animal shelters, what about other
groups? What about donations for
women's shelters for women and

FEBRUARY. APRIL, JUNE, AUGUST, OCTOBER AND
DECEMBER.

The cut off date for submitting material is the last week
of the following months. JANUARY, MARCH, MAY, JU-
LY, SEPTEMBER AND NOVEMBER.. If there is a spe-
cial circumstance please call to make arrangements.
Send submissions to:

Walt.benson5@gmail.com

203-768-8435

When sending pictures, please include names and
what you and your detachment are doing.

children of these women? Toys For
Tots expanded there program to al-
low year round help to children in
distress. Someone had an idea and
this grew from it, you could start
your idea here. | am sure there are
more topics but this is a good start.

Walt Benson




FROM THE EDITOR

A STORY WORTH TELLING

This issue marks the completion of five years of this Newsletter. This newsletter was some-
thing Jim Laskey always wanted, and when David Porter was National Vice Commandant he tried to
make this happen. He asked for someone to create this Newsletter,
and | volunteered to help someone create it but then reluctantly agreed to
do it myself. | said reluctantly because this is one of those jobs where you
have it until you quit or die. A newslet- ter is a tool which allow you to tell
everyone what you are accomplishing in your organization, in this case our
Division. You get to tell the world or your part of it, “Hey, we are New Eng-
land and this is what we are doing. It tells of what event you are creating
and giving others the chance to join you in the fun or challenge. But it also
is a living document of your History, - Where you have been and where you
hope to go.

As an editor you have good days and bad days. It feels good
when sharing memories and laughs of those who have passed on. Making a
bad situation a little easier as you focus on those happier times. Or when you get the opportunity to
praise and share with others the success they have achieved in the Division spotlight section. Share
what members have done as Marines in the published works featured here. Within these pages we
share History of our accomplishments, our happiness, our motivation and our goals we show to oth-
ers. But there are also the bad days when no one sends you material and you have to go and
search Facebook for the information, if it is worth your time to post on FaceBook, isn’t it worth shar-
ing it with the people that are interested in what you are doing.

So for this, our fifth Birthday, | want to try to give us
all a gift. That gift would be our history of these past five
years, how we grew, how we changed, those we lost,
those who achieved great things, those who joined us in
our quest, and the man whose name we publish under.

Jim Laskey was a Marine Corps League member
for fifty three years. He was the National Commandant
from 2008 — 2010. He was a mentor, leader, and guide
who served the Marine Corps League and Young Marines
with passionate volunteerism. His servant leadership, kind
heart, and devotion to family and our Corps is dearly
missed. | never really met him but | did here him speak at
one of my conventions, and | was impressed, as we don’t
have speech writers, we speak from the heart, and his
words and passion reflected the care he had for the
League and all of us in it. | hope these five years have re-
flected what he wanted.

Semper Fidelis
Walt Benson
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¥ please share. A page for Awards,

‘Welcome to the New Eng- |
@l to recognize those who have gone

land Division’s first Newsletter.

The New England Division is one of % above and beyond. A page for hu-
ten Divisions within the Marine mor and stories, a calendar which
Corps League The New England n T 1 is very important to all of us as we
Division represents: Massachu- ’ s get very busy at many times during
setts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, 4 the year. Information on the Young
Vermont, New Hampshire, and j ’ Marines ad what they are doing
Maine. The main purpose of the and what they can do together with
Newslefter is to strengthen the us. A page for the MOOD for infor-
communication within the Division. / mation on Growls, Awards and in-
The Newsletter will also be a great 4 formation from the Kennel. A page
tool to spread useful knowledge for Current News about Marines in

throughout the Division. The News- the field. A page for Taps which is
letter will allow Departments to inform the rest of  for all Marines that have departed for their final
the Divigion on upcoming events, and what out-  post. If there is a Marine in your Detachment, or
standing work Marines have accomplished in Depariment who passes, someone who knows
their Departments. The Newsletter was created  him the best should forward the information about
ta bring the Division closer together as a familyl  them. There is a Page for Recruiting with ideas
and suggestions that others have found to be suc-

A little background on the Newsletter, the  cessful. The last page for Convention news Fu-
project has been in our plans for quite some time  fure Meetings and events as well as a Marine's
and | am excited fo see a dream come alive, Prayer. As with anything there is probably at least
Thank You, Walt Benson, for making this hap- one thing we missed, if we did please let us know
pen. The newsletter's name has been an ongoing  as well as anything you think we should have.
discussion for some time now. The newsletter

was long overdue was created in memory of a Enjoy this new endeavor and let us know
great Marine who brought the New England Divi- how we van improve the newsletter. Please let us
sion together and tumed it into a division so know what you think of it (pros and cons. Correc-
unigue to stand out among the rest. tions and Omissiens). We aim to strive for only

the best. This Newsletter can only grow.
The newsletter contains a lot of infor-
mation and a lot more will be added with each
issue. | will take the lead on communication by .
using this page to pass along information from Semper Fi
National as well as things you should be aware of payid Porter
to help us become the number one Division. Hav-
ing the Department pages will allew all of to see ; fi
what others are doing and benefit from sharing ::tfgﬁlg:;;ﬁ gﬂ.r;;?;i"dam
information. We will recognize Birthdays of our  parine Corps League
Marines, but this is a work in progress as we only
have a list from Cennecticut s if you have a list

pages is to relive the things we have done. A
Newsletter is many things. It brings attention to
what you are doing. It promotes activities you
are hosting or at least it should. We are not that
far away from each other. Also, it is our history,
the diary of what we are doing and what we
have accomplished. Who joined us and who
supported us. To those out there that believe
social media is better, you are right but only in
certain situations. Look at things posed on so-
cial media and see how many times it is shared,
not liked but shared. Lets take a look at our his-
tory.

First, let’s look at those we lost along the
way. It's not everyone because not everyone is
sent in but there are many and each one takes
their toll. Joe Messina Jr. who was the assistant
National Vice Commandant when | joined the

This issue marks the completion of five
years of Laskey’s Telegraph. | have displayed
each issue with their cover and hopefully if you
click on them they will bring up the entire issue.
| would also like to take a look and where we
have been and the things we got to see. We
started on a fall day in 2021. Ouir first issue con-
tained 21 pages, but those pages would grow to
where we have had some issues that were One
hundred and two pages. There are ten divisions
in the Marine Corps League and at the time of
this writing we are the only Division with a
Newsletter. Accolades we have many, there has
only been one year where we did not take an
award and I'm not sure why. The newsletter
brings us a lot of attention and that is due to the
work that all of you do. Through this Newsletter
people get to see all of the activities that you
are involved in. What | would like to do in these

’6 Message From The Commandant 1
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Welcome back to Volume Two of
the Laskey's Telegraph where you can
find out what is going on throughout the
New England Division! | am excited to
say, | really enjoyed reading everything in
this newsletter and you wil too!
| hope everyone enjoyed the Marine
Corps Birthday celebrations and had a
wonderful Thanksgiving. Commandants, 48
as the holidays are coming and going,
please check on your members. The Holi-
days can be a tough time for some, and
now more than ever we need to be there
to assist our members and their families.
Commandant's if any member nesds as-
sistance in this time of need, please reach
out!

National Commandant can pass it on to
the Commandant of the Marine Corps.
Documenting all your hard work will help
the Marine Corps League prove to the
Marine Corps how vital we are.

2022 Midwanter is coming upon
us quickly, please check out the national
PR, website: hitps /ivww mdeaguelibrary org/
. conference/

And a littie on the persona note, it vas

¥ ther. David Porter Sr, and see my niece
graduate. She is the third generation to
graduate and become a Marine. Aug 1968
Aug 1921, and Nov 2021

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and

Happy New Year.
Everyone that was invoived with the awesome program of Toys 4 =
Tots, please remember to fill out your Zer action report Semper Fi
Documenting your hard work, which needs to be recorded, so the David Porter
National Vice Commandant
New England Division
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Happy New Year and
welcome back to Issue
Number Three. Now that
we all have gotten through
the holidays, it is time fo
move forward into the New
Year making the Division
stronger. | know already
coming out of the gate we
have a busy schedule, but
locking forward toit. Ina
few weeks we will be head-
ing down to Norfolk, Virgin-
1a for Mid-Winter. In the fol-
lowing two months, before
you know it we have our Quad State Con-
vention in April. Will be nice fo get the rota-
tion back in the swing of things. The month
of May will have Modemn Day Marine Expo
that will have a new location this year. The
Expo will be in Washington DC. The Com-
mandant of the Marine Corps decided to
move it off Quantico and closer fo the Hill. In
June we will have two more conventions;
Department of Massachusetts and Depart-
ment of Connecticut to follow.

Remember this is your newsletter, it is
for the Division to let everyone know what is
geing on in your Department! Let’s keep gat-
ting this newsletter getting better and better
to show other Divisions what we are doing.
We cannot change the past, but we can

gl value we can add! Let's
strengthen our compliance
status, focus on our delin-
quent members to get your
membership to 100%. Let's
fill out our reports to turn in
for Midwinter and National
&l Convention to let the Com-
mandant of the MCL and
the Marine Corps Comman-
dant what the Division is
doing up here.

We are always look-
ing to hear new ideas and
positive criticism to better the Division. What
can we work on to help you, help motivate
the Division to motivate the Departments and
Detachments? What ideas do you have to
help strengthen the league? | know the Divi-
sion Staff will improvise and work harder to
make 2022 a better year than last

Semper Fi

David Porter

National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Corps League

of that is an event in a detachment that has
been done each of the five years. Peter P.
Monaco detachment does a hike to remember
focused on the 22 veterans each year that
commit suicide. It is a pretty big event open to
veterans reserves and active duty personnel.
They have Humvee’s, and assorted Military ve-
hicles. In the time we have covered the event
they have gone from pictures to videos and last
year Helicopter footage. | don’t think we can
surpass that in any of our growth but we have
come a long way.

We have been to parades conventions,
conferences, Modern Day Marine, National

Conventions in lllinois, Florida, Oklahoma, Cali-

fornia, and Texas. We have celebrated the
hundredth Birthday of the Marie Corps League.
Followed by a slew of celebrations to mark the

Division. Jim Laskey, PNC and NVC. Jack Sav-
age PDC Connecticut, Leroy Peasley, Joseph
Piczko, Leroy Pittman PDC Connecticut, Kevin
Mitchell, Bernie Berube, Frank Diekman,
Hershell Woody Williams Medal of Honor Recipi-
ent, Larry Herrmann, George McCreary, Harold
Page, Robert Kuhn, JR Rutovich Division Pay-
master, Gen Al Gray Jr., 29th Commandant of
The Marine Corps, Robert Goulette, Richard Ro-
derick PDC, Robert Renda Harold Cox, and our
sixty first Chief Devil Dog Jeff Jones. Each one
of these has touched us and left their mark on us
as well, as on the league and we remember
them here.

There has been a lot of growth here in the
Newsletter and the Division and a good example

April 2022 — May 2022
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Welcome to the New England
Division’s 4= Edition of the

Laskey’s Telegraph

We have made it through the Winter, and
Spring is here! Finally some nice weather will be ar-
riving shortly so we may host more activities out-
doors and work with our communities. We had a
great Mid-Winter Conference in Morfolk, Virginia. We
will be bringing some great motivating improvements
to help strengthen our Mission. One way is the Ma-
rine Corps League will be taking a new path to a
| stronger part-
nership with
the Marine
Corps Re-
serves and
the Marine
Corps Associ-
ation. Both
organizations
had a change
of command
J where the two
pe= | | icutenant
b, Generals are

&8 with the Ma-
{ rine Corps
f League, T4T
and the
P Young Ma-
5 rines for a
i strong future
e IN OUF yOUNg-

er generation!
Times are
changing and

we need to adapt and strengthen our ranks.

It is going to be a busy year, but an educa-
tional enjoyable year! | look forward in seeing every

one again
on weekend of
April 22 for the
Quad State Con-
vention and the
Divigion Confer-
ence. Then next
event to come is
the Department of
Mass Convention,
June 3-3, followed
by the next week-
end in June for the
Department of
Connecticut Con-
vention. But a few
of us have kicked it off a litthe early by attending the
Ahern Foundation St. Patrick’s Day Gala, which
raised $30k for the Fisher House Boston. Getting the
Red Blazers out, we bring attention and having
people asking who are they. The Marines have land-
ed!

| hope you all enjoy the 4™ edition of the Las-
key's Telegraph. This was created for you to show
what your Departments are doing, and what to look
for in future events. Commandant’s please take ad-
vantage of this, share your ideas, and pass this
newsletter down to the Detachments! We still need to
strengthen your communication chain so we may
strengthen our ranks.

Semper Fi

David Porter

Mational Vice Commandant
Mew England Division
Marine Corps League




HAPPY BIRTHDAY LASKEY’S TELEGRAPH

. Message From The Division Commandant :l/.

Welcome to the 5 Edition of Laskey's
Telegraph. | cannot say enough how proud,
honored and humbled | am fo
be your New England Divi-
sion’s National Vice Comman-
dant. Because of everyone's
hard work, the camaraderie to
support each other, the enthu-
siasm to strive fo be better is
truly amazing. All your hard
work does not go unnoticed.
One event that highlighted
everything | said was at the
Quad State Convention! At the
Quad State Convention every-
one's Esprit de Corps came
tegether to leam, to have fun,
and to celebrate being one big
family reflected how we look out for each other.
But | believe the pictures can do all the explain-
ing.

| believe we can set the bar higher by tak-
ing all this motivation and guide our Detach-
ments to thrive and to want to set their bar high
as well. Our Guest Speakers that come to New
England speak very highly how everyone comes
tegether and works as a team.

about purchasing tents fo set up at events with
logos displayed to bring attenfion fo the commu-

i nities! Would love to hear more
l 'great ideas

Just a quick note, De-
partment Commandants
please remember to file your
ROIls and make sure the De-
tachment Commandants are
doing the same. File your
& 990s with the IRS, and just
evenything you need is on the
National Marine Corps League
Member Library section. Com-
mandants please encourage
the membership to use their
chain of command. This is to
have that flow of communication strong and in-
formed.

This newsletter is for all, and for all to get
involved. This newsletter is to promote and
spread the word of what your Detachments are
doing in your Department. This newsletter is full
of great reading. Hope everyone enjoys this
MNewsletter. | hope see you all either at the De-
partment of Mass Convention or the Depariment
of Connecticut Convention.

two hundred and fiftieth birthday of our Marine
Corps. Everything we do today we succeed or
fail by how well we can communicate our mes-
sage. One job that | recently accepted was to
Chair, The National Newsletter Committee, and
this year we had 32 entries into the competition.
Of that 16 were first time entries. You get to see
a lot of what others are doing around the
League. Some are pretty, some are historical,
some are more informative that others but they
all have basic messages. We inform, we invite,
we report, we recruit, we let the community
know who we are and what we do. But above
all we embrace the comradery, support the
needs of each other, and continue the Brother-
hood and Sisterhood that has become our way
of life. Since | am talking about the Newsletter,
one of the 16 first time entries was from New

Department Commandants, | will give you
my all to motivate you so you may motivate your
teams. Having a highly motivating team will en-
courage others to want to jump on board. The
summer is here to get out and show who we are,
what we do within our communities and who we
support. | am hearing a lot of Marines talking

Semper Fi

David Porter

National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Cormps League

England and they secured a First Place
Award.

Over the last five years we have docu-
mented quite a bit. We covered Five National
Conventions including the 100th Birthday of
the Matine Corps League. lllinois, Florida, Ok-
lahoma, California, and Texas This allowed all
of our members that could not get to the con-
vention to participate in the Convention and
the activities. | always felt it was great to take
me to parts of the country that | would never
go to. And then not only go to that part of the
country but to have sights picked out for us to
visit and memories to record. There were fun-
ny memories, like in lllinois when we were just
coming out of Covid and the hotel had so
many problems but the funniest, now that it’s
over, was the elevators. There were three

:August 2022 — September 2022
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key's Telegraph. Time is going by quickly, bu
hopefully everyone has N
been enjoying their sum-
mer. | know we have been
busy in June with two out-
standing conventions with
some great guest speak-
ers. Guest speaker Lt. ]
General Charles Chiarotti
(President and CEO of Ma-|
rine Corps Assaciation) en-
Jjoyed his first trip to Mas-
sachusefts. Marines repre-
sented the Marine Corps
League very well by show-
ing the General our New
England Hospitality to
make sure he and his wife
enjoyed their tnp. The parinership is vital to
build a strong community! In a few menths we
will be tapping into that community with Toys
for Tots.

| would like to welcome our newest De-
partment Commandant, Commandant Patrick
McMahon. Commandant McMahon was
swom in at the end of the Department of Con-
necticut's Convention. Welcome back Com-
mandant Monnell (Department of New Hamp-
shire) who was swore in June. Commandant
Brooks (Dept. of Ma), Commandant Lake
(Dept. of ME), Commandant Drew (Dept. of
VT), and my assistance Commandant Maguire

Welcome to the 6™ Edition of the Las- |

wet; let's see you all run
with what you learned|

Our work is never
done, and our knowledge
keeps growming. You have
to have the love for it to
succeed to help grow your
& Detachment, Department,
and your Division. As we
face our challenges, we
only grow stronger.

This newsletter is for all,

and for all to get involved.
This newsletter is to pro-

i mote and spread the word of what your De-

| tachments are doing in your Department. This
‘newsletter is full of great reading. Hope every-
Eune enjoys this Newsletter. | am looking for-

i ward to seeing everyone who can make it

: down to the National Convention in Daytona,
 Florida this month.

Semper Fi

David Porter

National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Corps League
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‘Welcome back Mew England Division for
another issue of the Laskey Telegraph. A place
where you can see what is go-
ing on throughout the Division
The summer went by quick with
some great events, and | know
the fall is not going to slow
down either!

Happy 24Tth Birthday
Marines! Commandants please
check on your Brothers and Sis-
ters and make sure no one is
left behind on this Birthday!

Busy two months, Happy
Halloween and Happy Thanks-
giving. Any Marine, Marine's
family or Veteran in need, let's
reach out. We are here to make sure our commu-
nity is looked after!

This year | would like to see our Depart-
ments and Detachments really dig down and ramp
up this year's Toys for Tots Program. We have a
mission to strive to beat |ast year's numbers. Even
if Departments and Detachments do not have a
Reserve Units near them, you can still run a pro-
gram. If you have questions or need help, please
reach out to me.

Some old business reviews: Dues, pleass
have your Jr Vices and paymasters working on
getting everyone caught up! Departments please
follow up on your Detachments and make sure
they are staying up on all the IRS requirements.

New Business: Please if you are attending
the Mid-Winter Conference in Norfolk Virginia you

October 2022 — November 2022
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need to sign up. | heard there might be a big an-
nouncement at the Conference. Information and
forms are on the National web-
g site.

will be the 100" Anniversary of
the Marine Corps League. The
location will be at the Omni Ho-
fel in Cklahoma City, OK. This
one will be a very special Con-

B vention, and hope to see max

N participation from the Division if
possible! | know the Marines out
in Oklahoma will not let you
down! All the info is on the Na-
fional website!

Thank you to my Staff,
You guys are amazing and doing an outstanding
job. To the Department Commandants and to your
staff, thank you for all the hard work. Sometimes it
might not seem worth it in the beginning, but at the
end the results are all worth the while.

Hope to see all of you soon. Happy Birthday Ma-
rines!

Semper Fi

.
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David M Porter
National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Corps League
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Next National Convention

main elevators but only one worked so the wait
was forever for the elevator to arrive so there
were chairs on every floor by the elevators,
where you sat to wait for the elevator. Next we
went to Florida where the hotel was right on the
beach, it was beautiful. The hotel was remodeled
and had two parts, so if you were in the main part
you would have to come downstairs in the morn-
ing and walk the length of the building and up to
the conference rooms on the other side. We visit-
ed Daytona race track which was truly amazing,
more so than any football or baseball stadium.
Next we went to Oklahoma, cattle country but the
banquet was chicken. We visited Dallas from
here as well as Wichita, and it was really hot.
From here we went to California and the desert at
Palm Springs. We visited 29 Palms, a scenic re-
sort that | missed while in the Marine Corps thank
you God | owe you one for that. We took a cable

December 2022 — January 2022

car up a mountain where for the first time in my
life | felt shortness of breath due to altitude.
Lastly we made it to Grapevine Texas. Rodeos,
food, shopping, the Medal of Honor Museum,
and the place many of us wanted to go to was a
gun range where you were supposed to be able
to fire machine guns. Well that was true you
could fire a machine gun, however, you have to
rent the machine gun and pay for the ammo.
You really feel the love the Marine Corps had
for all of when they gave us that FREE AMMO,
because that would be the only way you could
fire that machine gun.

We then covered Modern Day Marine,
our very own historical time machine. Two
Commandants, two SgtMaj of the Marine
Corps, weapon advancement visible in year af-
ter year. New ways and methods of training,
some of which seems like video games and in

LASKEY'’S

Merry Christmas,
Happy Hanukkah and
Happy New Year.

The mission is more
valuable than you
think. We are here to
carry on our history to
pass on to the next
generation. Doing so, 3 .
we try to inspire other
fellow Brothers and
Sisters to join the
Tribe. This mission is
more important than
just one person. We
are here as one, one
Family. When one
goes down, we
together pick that
Brother or Sister back up. When we work to-
gether as one, we strive and can

accomplish anything we set our minds to it.
Everyone in the New England Division’s
Family has a

purpose and adds value. Do not feel you
have no worth, you do and we need you.
Please remember

you are not alone! Holidays can be tough,
but we are here together. Never feel like you
are a burden

and a bother so you do not reach out.

Message From The Division Commandant

| am looking forward to the New Year! | know
this year had some bumps in the road. Do
not focus on the

negative issues we
have encountered, but
praise the great strides
we have accom-
plished. Recognize the
hard motivating work
2 that brought this Divi-
s sion further to success.
& | cannot be any more

k. proud to be

'3 part of this Family.
Thank you all for what
you do for the Family
and Communities of
the New England
Division.

| am looking forward to
seeing everyone at Mid-Winter in Norfolk Vir-
ginia. A zoom meeting will be held

prior to be able to hear from everyone.

Stay safe and looking out for one another.
Semper Fi

Y v 2,
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David M Porter
National Vice Commandant

New England Division
Marine Corps League
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SPECIAL EDITION

I mentioned that h
this was coming in the ——
last Newsletter and | did- =
n't want to hold up the
Newsletter nor did | want
to |et this go unnoticed. [N
Therefore | am putting
out this Special Ediion, B
which we can do for any =
worthy event.

bers of senvice organiza-
tions, The Marine Corps 8
League, other VS0 o~ |
ganizations, Police , Fire
Depariment, EMT's
Nurses efc. Wesenve to
help others in need. We SRS
don't do it for awards and glory but because we want fo
help those in need from the community.

Since | have know him, Dave has always been
about, promoting the Marine Corps League, encouraging
allof us to do better and reaching out to help others, and
do not brng negafivity info the picture. | think this is some-
thing that we can all aspire to. It is grafifying to know that
heis being honored by his superiors and his peers at
work. The ceremony fook place today, June 22, 2023 at
Starlight Square In Cambridge Massachusetts, | fried to
get the written citation but was unable to procure it on-ine.
Back in the day, in our beloved Comps there used fo bea
ceremony, which usually began with Attention To Orders,
and the reason for the award was read to everyonein at-
tendance. | don't think this is a bad idea for the awards we
give today. We give out Marine of the Year, Assodiate of
the Year, Young Marine of the Year, what did they do, that
warrants them getting that award.

Police Officers and Firemen do have situations
where their lives are on the line, with all of us it comes
down to putting the needs of the community above our

who put theneed of
others above our
own
This seems

to be more about vol-
unteering than about
Dave, butin reality it
& is about him. When
o . Davespeaks about
. o his New England Di-

- vision he always re-

- fersto itas a family
| If youhavea problem
heis there. This year
| | at Mid Winter | had a
f! | problem with the ho-
fl te!, part theirs, part
mine and | stayed at

another nearby hotel, he called me in the moming to seeif

| was ok there. At Mid Winter and National as we go
through the speakers presenting their programs and
needs, Dave makes repeated tips to the microphone to
pledge money and support. | can't speak for others butit
makes me proud to be part of that. He constantly looks to
promote the Marine Corps League throughout every com-
munity and event we attend. | saw many events we at-
tended lastyear, have a growing Marine Presence at each
event onour way to asea of Red Jackels

If | were writing the citation for this award | would
write, In recognition of his excepfional Public Service both
as a Police Patrol Officer and a Marine Corps League
memberwho as a member of this Veterans Service Or-
ganizafion serves the community in many capacifies, is
awarded The Ruth and Carl Bamon Award for Patral OF
ficer of the Year. Awarded this 22 day of June 2023.

| ask that you join mein saying Congratulafions to
our own New England Division Vice Commandant Dave
Porter. Sir we are Proud, Semper Fidelis Brother.

reality | guess it is. There were three Marine Corps
League Commandants and two mascots. All in all a
lot of technology, comradery and a lineage of Ma-
rines from Korea through the modern day middle
east.

We recognized those who stepped up to ac-
cept the challenges we face today. Five Division
Marines of the Year: 2021 Warren Griffin-MA, 2022
Larry Chretien-ME, 2023 Walt Benson-CT, 2024
Charlie Paul - ME, 2025 Wayne Salisbury Sr. - RI.
Five GySgt. Roland Knapp Award: 2021 Peter
King-MA, 2022 Walt Benson-CT, 2023 James Chase-
VT, 2024 Mike Hinds - MA, 2025 Jane Deptula - RI.
We recognized Young Marines of The Year, Dogs of
the year, Distinguished Citizens of the year. In some
cases we travelled as a Division, we broke bread as
a division, we laughed, cried, celebrated and stood
tall as a Division. Recently | saw in a Newsletter a
department giving out an award for being a role mod-
el, if  had one | would present it to this Division as we

own. | have said before that we do not go out and seek
these awards and recogniion, but itdoes define us as Walt Benson
people who do have that goal tohelp others and those Editor

stand second to none. Years ago | was taking
some classes in Graphic Design and the instructor
told us that no matter where you are in your pro-
gress of becoming a graphic designer or artist, you
should always be proud of your work and where
you are in your journey, because you did it and oth-
ers did not.

Where do we go from here? Let me ask you
this, are your contributions documented here?
Send in pictures of what you do, everyone has a
camera on your phone. If you go to an event take a
group photo of everyone there. You don’t have to
be an officer, anyone can submit. If there is some-
thing we should be doing tell someone. | have nev-
er met a Marine who didn’t like something and they
said oh | won’t say anything, say it. Where we go is
up to you, just like how far we go depends on
you. Show everyone the role model you are and
dare them to challenge it.

Semper Fidelis
Walt Benson

®
‘Welcome back to another great issue of the

Laskey Telegraph. We are back on track on
spreading the good word on what is going on with-
in the New England Division. | know we have
been busy, but | would like to say, thank you to
everyone for all the continuous
motivating hard work you have
been putting in and keeping the
Division on track.

'We had a successful Mid-
Winter Conference in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia and one outstanding New
England Division Conference/
Quad State Convention up in Col-
chester, Vermont. Thirsty seven
certificates/awards were given cut
to a well-deserved group of Ma-
rines from all over the Division
Congratulations to Walt Benson
(Dept. of CT) to this year's Divi-
sion Marine of the Year,

James Chase (Dept. of VT) being the recipient of
GySgt Reland Knapp Award, and Wayne Hamilton
(Dept. of RI) as the Division's Associate of the
‘Year. Commandant Baker also awarded

Pat Maguire, John “JR" Rutovick, and | the Distin-
guish Citizen Gold Award (surprising all of us)

A lot of needed knowledge was relayed out from
the Commandant of the Marine Corps league
Johnny Baker. National Executive Officer/CO0
Bob Berka, and the National Executive Director/
CEQ of the Young Marines Col. William Davis (Ret
USMC) gave two instrumental presentations. New
England Division's Historian Sal Sena put together
a booklet and explained what important infor-
mation needs to be gathered for Funeral details.
MNew England Division’s
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TELEGRAPLL

Newsletter of The New England Division of The Marine Corps League Vol. 2 Issue 4

Message From The Division Commandant
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Compliance Officer Bemie Heaney gave a great
report where the Division stands

Congratulations New England Division for
being 85% compliant. | know we need some more
work to be done before the National Convention,
but I have faith to push for that
100% compliance

To finish up, | cannot thank
you all enough for all the support
you have been giving me as |
fravel down the challenging cam-
paign trail for National Judge Advo-
cate. . | am heading into my last
menths as your National Vice Com-
mandant, but | believe my work is
not finished and | have
a higher calling o accept more re-
sponsibility. We have come a long
way but look how far we have
come; we are on our ninth issue
and one first place under our belt for the newslet-
ter.
Pat Maguire and Mike Hinds will be swom in as
your new National Vice Commandant and Assis-
tant Vice Commandant In August. | am looking for-
ward in watching them bring the Division
to the next level

Semper Fi

-
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David M Porter
National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Comps League
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Message From The Division Commandant ’,_#‘u

‘Welcome back to another exciting issue of
the Laskey Telegraph were you get to see what is
going on around the New England Division. Walt,
you have definitely out done yourself putting this one
together. The league is never about one person, it's
about building a team and working together for the
good of the League. | could not be
any more proud of the New Eng-
land Division's staff for all the hard
work you are deing. No one is per-
fect, but the Division has a staff that
has strived and has given you their
best! What you will see in this is-
sue, you will see what | am talking
about and why we call ourselves a
family.

To have a successful mis-
sion, you have to look past what
you can see with just the League,
it's about the community the
League is in. If you take care of
your community, the community will over time take
care of the League. Do not look for the quick results,
but have patience and wait for the long term rewards.
Working together, building relationships with other
community organizations will strengthen our future
not only within the League, but for the Marine Corps
and our future leaders.

The Department of Mass's leadership
changed up the venue this year, and we had a very
fun suceessful Convention. | would have liked to
seen more detachment commandants attend, but
this is a challenge | see throughout the League. | am
looking forward to Department of Connecticut's con-
vention at the end of this month. They have secured
a highly motivated guest speaker that will probably
give a little insight on the National Convention and
what we could possibly see for the 100 th year anni-
versary of the Marine Corps League. So, please sign

up and let our guest speaker see a full room of family
from the Division!

| do not want to wish the summer to pass so
quickly, but | cannot wait till the National Convention
out in Oklahoma City in August for two reasons. The
first | am excﬂed to pass on the torch o new leader-
[¥ =hip and watch them grow and take
the Division to the next level. As
much as | enjoyed serving the New
England Division, five years is long
enough stretch as NVC. | know Pat
Maguire from Depariment of Rhode
Island and Michae! Hinds from De-
partment of Massachusetts will be
outstanding Mational Vice Comman-
dant and Assistant National Vice
Commandant. Secend, | am excited
to see if my hard work traveling
around the League will pay off at the

elections for the National Judge Ad-
vocate position. | have not come this

far to stop giving back to the League_

| hope everyone has a wonderful summer,
hope to see most of you in Connecticut the last
weekend in June.

One last thing, my website for the elections
should be up and running very soon:
www.PorterdNJA org

Semper Fi
7. ‘.'u/ :é_'
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David M Porter
Mational Vice Commandant
MNew England Division

Marine Corps League
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Welcome back to another outstanding is-
sue of the Laskey Telegraph! The time has
come for this to be my last issue as your Nation-
al Vice Commandant. 1am
honored and proud to have
served you all for the past
five years! | hope by the
next issue, | will be your
new National Judge Advo-
cate.

As | sit here and
write this, to see one of my
mentor's dreams come
true and really take off is
truly heartwarming. We
started out back in October
of 2021 and look here we
are at Volume 2, Issue 6.
The material just keeps
getting better and
better. We have the best
Division newsletter, and it
inspires other Divisions to follow our lead. This
is not about bragging (ok a little, you all eamed
it) but it is about strengthening the League by
connecting and communicating to everyone on
what is going on. So please share this with your
membership and bring forward ideas - we are
always looking for new material.

For my term in office | could not have
been more proud of my team. Leaders by them-
selves are not great, they succeed because they
surround themselves with great people. For it is
not about one person, but functioning as a team.
For this the New England Division has thrived
and pushed forward to secure the past for

Message From The Division Commandant o

the future. For one chapter of the book is finish-
ing up, a new one will be ready to be written! |
am looking forward to what Pat Maguire, Mike
Y Hinds and their staff will do
dtaking us to the next level.
We had a great time
at the Department of Con-
necticut's convention at the
end of June. What no bet-
ter way fo finish off the
season of Conventions.
The Convention was an
amazing fum out, had a
motivating guest speaker
SgtMaj. Maness, and an
outstanding time building
stronger friendships. This
is what we are all about
coming as a family and
building our Camaraderie!
Thank you for your
support and love over the
past five years! Looking forward to seeing every-
one in Oklahomal

Semper Fi
9 A
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David M Porter
National Vice Commandant
New England Division

Marine Corps League
www.PorterdNJA org

December 2023 — January 2024

LASKEY’S

New England Division,
first let m express to you how
honored 1 am to be National Vice
Commandant for New England.
When | first joined the League,
being in this position was the fur-
thest thing from my mind. I just
wanted to be part of an organiza-
tion that could fill a void that | was
missing after leaving the Comps. |
found that here, over the years,
the friendships that have been
made and the people | have been
able to network with is amazing. |
owe a lot to our now National
Judge Advocate Dave Porter for entrusting me
to be his assistant for a few years. I've leamed
quite a bit from Dave, and | will take what | have
learned and continue to make the New England
Division the best. A big Thank you to Assistant
Division Vice Mike Hinds for taking the leap with
me and together we will work for all the mem-
bers.

There are some things that liwe have in
mind to assist, grow, and unite the Division, and
t0 move us forward. One thing myself and Mike
will be doing is attending Department and De-
tachment meetings. | attended the Department
of New Hampshire meeting on the 24th of Sep-
tember, it was a good productive meeting, and it
was good to meet and speak with members from
NH. | already have asked the Department Com-
mandants to provide the schedules for their re-

spective Depariment meetings and
have asked that the Detachment
meetings are what is listed in ei-
ther the database, social media, or
websites. So, either one or bath of
us will be dropping in for a meeting
to try and get to know the mem-
bers.

There have been discus-
sions on how to motivate the mem-
bership and one idea was to may-
be come up with an incentive pro-
gram for accomplishments. That
would be for a member andior De-
tachment’Department. | foresee
the Division getting more involved, in a good
way, with the members.

‘We are a family, all striving to reach the
same goals. Will we disagree, absclutely, but
once the disagreement is settled, the goal is still
the same. Let's all work to accomplish that goal
and let's have fun doing it. As | have tactfully ex-
pressed to my managers in my civilian joh, we
all put our pants on the same way, one legata
time.

| appreciate every one of you for your

time and dedication to this great

organization
Patrick Maguire
National Vice Commandant
New England Division

New England Division,

I hope all is well with you
and your families. Another year
has passed where we celebrated
the
birthday of our Marine Corps
For 248 years we as Marines
have been doing that, gathering
with other Marines, Navy person-
nel and civilians. It's a tradition
that some people just don't un-
derstand and those lucky
enough to attend a birthday ball
finally understand why. They see
the opening ceremony, the cake
cutting, they sit and listen to a
high-ranking officer or senior
staff NCO and realize that through it all we are
an erganization that is bonded by the Eagle,
Globe and Anchor. They see that regardless of
rank we are brothers and sisters that share
something very sacred. We would do anything
for the brother or sister fo the left or right. Not
everyone can be a Marine but those who are
know how special it is, that's why we do what we
do on November 10 th each year. Happy Birth-
day again Marines!!

‘We wake up the next day and honor and
celebrate those veterans for their patriotism and
willingness 1o serve their nation. A nation that is
grateful that there are men and women who are
willing o protect against all enemies foreign and
domestic. | hope each one of you were able to
do something fo show your gratitude for their

service. | attended the Depart-
ment of Connecticut’s quarterly
meeting and | leamed that the
public schools do not close on
i Veterans Day. Instead, they use
that day fo invite velerans info
the schools so that they can talk
to the students. | applaud Con-
necticut for doing that and letting
Veterans talk about their experi-
ence, it's a win win for both the
students and the Veteran. Happy
Veterans Dayll

As we enter the holiday
season and head into the new
year, | ask that we pay attention
1o our fellow brothers and sisters.
Some may be struggling this time of year and
they may need
someone to talk to but have too much pride fo
ask for an ear to listen. Be that ear, it could be
just what they need to get them through a diffi-
cult time. This goes for all Veterans, not just Ma-
rines.

From my family to yours, wishing you a Happy
Holiday season and a very happy and healthy
new year.

Patrick Maguire
National Vice Commandant
New England Division

10



New England Division,
| hope everyone en-

joyed their holidays and
spending time with family
and friends. | also hope that
2024 has started off in your
favor. Over the winter the
New England Division made
a change to the Division
logo. We decided that we
didn't want a traditional
round logo, we wanted to be
different. Different so that
when people see it they ac-
tually stop to look at it be-
cause it's not something
they're accustomed to. With
the words “New England Di-
vision™ across the top and in
white on that background,
there will be no doubt who
we are part of. We hope
you like it.

Some-
thing else that
was created
over the winter
/| - is a new Divi-
sion web-
site. The new
website address
is:

e ENGLAND DW’S'OA,

www.newenglanddivmcl.org There are some
small items and pictures that need to be add-
ed. If there is something that you think would be
a good addition, reach out to the division web
sergeant, Brian Brooks. Brian spearheaded the
logo design as well as building the website,

February 2024 — March 2024
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thank you to Marine Brooks
for putting in the effort to get
these accomplished.

Mid-winter will be here in a
couple of weeks, if you plan
on attending, let your Com-
mandant know so he can
pass that information to me.
I'd like to know how many
from New England will be
making the trip. Just are-
minder, it will be in Penta-
gon city rather than Norfolk
this year and for the next
few years
2024 Quad State Conven-
tion/New England Division
Conference in New Hamp-
shire will be here before you
know it. If you haven't
booked your room or regis-
tered you are running out of
time. The Division will be holding a raffle free to
all members of New England, if you haven't re-
ceived information on this | ask that you speak
with your Detachment/Department Comman-
dant.

Patrick Maguire

National Vice Commandant
New England Division

o ENGLAND 0y
W S,

June 2024 — July 2024
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through 2024 and the League and
the New England Division has
been busy so far. Midwinter in
D.C, Modemn Day Marine in D.C
and Quad State Convention/New
England Division Conference in
New Hampshire. | will say | at-
tended all three and they were all
successful which is attributed to
the members and leadership of
the league.

To that point, by now most
if not all of you have received
word that our National Comman-
dant Warren Griffin has released
a statement pertaining to a sec-
ond year as Commandant. Here
is his statement:

Members all,

As we app h our National C ion,
1am announcing that I shall not be running for a
second year as our National Commandant. Due
to personal commitments, | would not be able to
fulfiil the duties of the office in a manner that it
requires. | am very appreciative of the support
and growth that the League has made during the
past year. | am especially grateful for the friend-
ships | have made over the years.
To those who will be elected to serve the League
for the upcoming year, please know that | am
here to fully support your efforts in any way |
can.
Hope to see many of you in Paim Springs in Au-
gust.

Semper Fidelis,
Warren Griffin

National Commandant
Marine Corps League

Commandant Griffin is a
man of integrity, empathy, family
and faith. Another characteristic
I'd like to point out, he is authentic;
you will not find anything fake
about him. He has always held
the interests of the League first,
regardless of the situation. Not
speaking for the Commandant, but
| am sure this wasn’t an easy deci-
sion and when faced with adversi-

ty he stayed frue to those same
characteristics | mentioned.

Sir Commandant, on be-
half of the New England Division,
I'd like to say “Thank you™ for your
devotion, commitment, leadership
and steadfastness while wearing
many hats (covers) during your
tenure as a Marine Corps League
member. Semper Fidelis!!

The “intent to run” letters have been sent out
for National Commandant by National Sr. Vice T.J.
Morgan, for National Sr. Vice Commandant by Na-
tional Jr. Vice Commandant Russ Miller and National
Jr. Vice Commandant by NJA Dave Porter. For Na-
tional Judge Advocate there have been two sent
out. They are Marine Bruce Rakfeldt from North Car-
olina and Marine Bob Ziltz from Pennsylvania. De-
tachments/Departments need to do their due dili-
gence, caucus and try to get delegates out to Paim
Springs. | hope to see many of you at the upcoming
Department of Massachusetts and Department of

Connecticut conventions over the

next few weeks.
|

Semper Fidelis!!!

Patrick Maguire
National Vice Commandant
New England Division

Members, By
now, most of you have ¥, £
heard about the pass- i
ing of John “J R” Ru-
tovich. We have lost a
great Brother, Friend &
Marine. He would al-
ways greet you with a
“Happy New Year” and
when asked how he
was doing, his re-
sponse would be
“better than the aver- |
age bear”. He was the
Division paymaster for :
many years, he was |
always one who would
give you his opinion
whether solicited or
not. We had many conversations about

cigars, Marine Corps History, him being a

bus driver and the wildlife he enjoyed
watching in his backyard. He made you
laugh without even trying. Just last week
at Quad State one morning he was walk-
ing outside the hotel without shoes, just
socks. He was returning from the gym to
get some exercise in for his recent re-
placed knee, | said JR, you're not wear-

LASKEY'S

ing any shoes. “Yeah, | went to the gym, |
don’'t need shoes to exercise “. He will be

& CORPS

missed and it was an
honor for me to have
crossed paths with him
and be able to have
the friendship we had.
Please keep Sandy in
your thoughts and
prayers. Our Brother
Marines passing is a
reminder that life is
precious. Take one
day at a time and be
thankful for what we
have. Enjoy every mo-
ment we have with our
friends and loved
ones. As Dave Porter
has stated, we are a

kfamily and just like
very family, we disagree and have argu-
ents. But at the end of the day, we need
ito put all that aside and be there to sup-
: port one another. You don't know what to-
:morrow will bring. RIP MARINE!

: Patrick Maguire 1
:National Vice Commandant:
:New England Division

Members,

| hope everyone is en-
joying their summer. As we all
know, the summer comes with
a Marine Corps League Nation- |
al convention. This year will be
in Palm Springs, California. It
should be a good time and
those who have spent their en-
tire life living on the east coast
will have a chance to see how
the west coast lives. If you are
headed to the convention, send
me an email or text when
you're ouf there. |
want to get everyone from New
England Division together to do
something as a group.
| would like everyone to
know New England is unigue
We are not like other Division's where you must
travel ten hours to get fo a neighboring Depart-
ment meeting. For the most part, we can be
there in 3-4 hours. We are unigue because we
are a small Division in the sense of membership,
having six Departments. We are unique because
attending different League events, it's like walk-
ing into the bar Cheers, where everyone knows
your name. Those who have attended the mid-
winter conferences or national conventions have
heard many times, me included, New England is
such a tight, friendly, enjoyable area to visit.
Those comments are not made because of me
or any one individual. They are made because
of what so many League members have built
this Division to be. This Division had six strong
Depariments with members participating, help-
ing at events, filling positions as officers of their
respective Detachmenis/Depariments. They
wanted to keep the tradition alive and continue

( Message From The Division Commandant

to help and support local veter-
.ans and their families. They
were doing it because they
knew that those same veterans
and/or families would not get
the support they needed if they
weren't there. They didn't do it
for a title or to wear a particular
cover. To a certain extent we
have lost that. It's an issue that
needs to be addressed to get
New England Division back to
where we once were. Now
more than ever we need to get
hack to our grass roots of the
League to get the Division
where it needs to be. | am not
saying that everyone needs to
commit one hundred percent of
their time and effort. What | do
know is that we
have Detachment and Depariment officers that
have taken on all (most) of the responsibility, it's
difficult to get any cooperation and support from
other members.

There will always be personality conflicts,
you have that with any organization. We all dealt
with different personalities in the units we served
with. At the end of the day, we as Marines, had
each other's six. As Marines of the Marine Corps
League, we need to continue to have each oth-
er's six. We can't sit back and waich one of own
fail. 1 am respectfully asking that
everyone reach out, lend a hand /
and help each other out. Let's not /
forget, we are all still part of the / ﬁ/

same team.
Patrick Maguire |
National Vice Commandant

Mew England Division

1J.



Members,

It is amazing how the
summer has flown by. The
2024 National Convention
out in Palm Springs was a
good time. New England
was well represented, those
who made the trip, | want to
say “Thank you" for making
the trip. | hope to see more
from New England next year
in Dallas/Fort Worth. As we
head into the fall and winter
seasons there will be a lot going on. Toys for
Tots, Marine Corps Birthday celebrations,
Veterans Day parades, etc. Even though it's
going to be a busy time of year, let’s not for-
get our Brothers and Sisters who are not
able to participate in the celebrations and
events. They may need a ride, can't do it fi-
nancially, or their work schedule inter-
feres. It's not the reason why they can'’t that
we focus on, we need to focus on including
them somehow. Reach out to them and see
how you can be of assistance. It could be a
simple phone call that helps them out of the
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rut they're in. All of us are
busy with one thing or anoth-
er and that one call could
help them.

On a personal note. I'd
like to announce that our
Daughter, Jessica gave birth
to Jackson Kane, born 22
September weighing in at 8.7
pounds. He is the first
grandchild for Lynn and | and
we are pretty excited to be
grandparents. His first period of instruction
will be how to low crawl before moving on to
close order drill. It'll be about fundamentals
and slow progression but we got some time
before he steps on those yellow foot prints.
Shhhh!ll Don't tell his mother.

Semper Fill

W/
Patrick Maguire ///%

National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Corps League

Members,
| hope everyone had a wonderful holiday
season and a Happy New Year! As we s1ep into
2025, it's clear this year will be as
busy as ever. But what makes this
year truly special is that we are cel-
ebrating the 250th anniversary of
our beloved Marine Corps. There
will be plenty of birthday balls to
attend, and we're all looking for-
ward to honoring this monumental
milestone together.

As many of you may have
heard, the Division Is in the process
of planning our own 250th celebra-
tion, and although putting together
the logistics has proven to be more
challenging than anticipated, we
are working hard to ensure it will be
amemorable and enjoyable event N
for all. Stay tuned for more details
as they become available!

Looking ahead, we have the Midwinter
Conference coming up in Virginia. If you haven't
had the opportunity to attend before, | highty rec-
ommend it. It's a fantastic chance to spend a few
days with League members from around the coun-
try. You can leam more about the conference
here.

In addition, this year the New England Divi-
sion Conference/Quad State Convention will be
held in Portland, Maine. For more information,
please visitwww.Marinecorpsleaguemaine.org.
The Department of Maine is putting in a lot of effort
to ensure this will be an event to remember. And
just like last year, the Division will hold a raffie for
those aftending, with prizes including reimburse-
ment for hotel expenses, travel costs, or banquet
meals. We understand how expensive it can be to
attend these events, and we hope this helps make
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it a little more accessible for everyone.

Earlier this year, | sent a
letter to the six Department Com-
mandants expressing my intention
to run for a second temn as New
England Division Mational Vit
Commandant. I've been incredibly
grateful for the support I've re-
ceived so far, and | humbiy ask for
'your continued support as | strive
to serve you for another term. I'm
fortunate to work with a dedicated
team that truly puts service before
self, and we're all committed o
making this Division the best it can
be.

Another event worth men-
tioning is the National Convention
in August, which will take place in
the great state of Texas. You can

find more details here. 'll be sure to remind every-
one as we get closer to the event.

In closing, I'm hopeful that this year will
bring more submissions from Detachments for our
Division newsletter. Our editor, Walt Benson, does
an outstanding job putting it all together, but he
can't highlight the amazing events happening in
every Detachment without your help. Please send
your updates and information so we can all stay
connected and celebrate each other's successes

| look forward to seeing you all at
Midwinter and in Maine!

Patrick Maguire é |

National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Comps League

gl ENBLAND by o
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Members,

| hope everyone had a
fantastic time celebrating the
248th birthday of the Marine
Corps! This year was especially
memorable for me, as | had the
honoer of attending the Comman-
dant of the Marine Corps Birth-
day Ball in Washington, D.C. It
was fruly an incredible experi-
ence, and I'm proud to have rep-
resented the New England Divi-
sion. Looking ahead, next year's
celebration promises to be even
bigger and more impactful
across the Marine Corps and the
nation.

1 also hope you had a
wonderful Thanksgiving, filled
with warmth, love, and gratitude.
As we head into the holiday sea-
son, | wish you continued happiness, blessings,
and cherished moments with those you hold
dear. There are slill positions that need to be
filled within the Division.

They are:
New England Division Compliance Officer
Division Youth Physical Fitness liaison
mcleaguelibrary.org/youth-programs/youth-
physical-fitness.-ypf/
Ladies Auxiliary hitps://nationalmcla.org/
fyou are interested or have questions
about any of the above positions please reach
out to me and | will answer them as best | can or
will get the answer for you. | want to take a mo-
ment to remind everyone that the League's pur-
pose is to make a positive difference. Whether
it's supporting veterans, helping children, or con-
tributing to the community, our focus is on doing
good. It's not about titles or positions—many
members are content to simply attend
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meetings without holding a for-
| mal role. However, some choose
to take on leadership positions
because they want to make a
=2 meaningful impact and help their
Detachment and Department
thrive.

Lately, though, it seems
that those in leadership roles
have faced challenges with coop-

! eration and unnecessary con
Leadership within the MCL is d
manding, but we should all strive
o support ene another, not cre-
ate obstacles. As Marines, we
are built to help each other suc-
ceed, not contribute to failure. It's
time for us to come together as a
team, refocus, and remember the
positive impact we can make
when we work in harmony. If you feel leadership

is not performing at its best, there is always a

proper process for nominations and elections.

This may sound familiar, but it's important o n

erate. There are so many incredible opportu

ties for our League and its members to positively

impact the community, and | truly believe that,

as a Division, we can do even better. Let's con-
tinue to focus en our mission and the good we
can accomplish together.

As we embrace the warmth and joy of the
Holiday season, | want to take a moment to wish
each and every one of you a Mer-
ry Christmas filled with love and
laughter, and a New Year brim- /
ming with hope, peace, and new / /
beginnings. %

Patrick Maguire |
National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Corps League
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Members,

| hope this message finds everyone in good
health and spirits. As we approach
April, I'm eagerly anticipating wam-
er weather, which will allow us to
kick off our outdoor league activi-
ties.

This year's Quad State
marks the final time we will refer to
it as such before it officially transi-
tions to the New England Division
Conference. Beginning next year,
the event will follow a rotating
schedule among the six depart-
ments, with Massachusetts taking
the lead. | truly believe this new structure, where
each department plays an active role in planning
and highlighting their unique contributions, will
bring even greater value to our members and
strengthen the bonds across our divisions.

But before we get ahead of ourselves and
look toward next year, let's focus on this year's
Quad State/New England Division Conference.
We'll be gathering in Portland, Maine, from April
25th to 27th. I'm excited to see what the Depart-
ment of Maine, under the leadership of Depart-
ment Commandant Peter Lubas, has prepared for
us. The business meeting will be packed with valu-
able information. COO Bob Borka will present an

informative session to ensure everyone is up to
speed. We'll also have representatives from the
Marine for Life program, MODD,
and our National Sr. Vice Com-
mandant Russ Miller. We are fortu-
nate to have Col. Dan O'Brien,
USMC (Ret.), as our guest speak-
er, and he’s looking forward to the
opportunity to speak and spend the
weekend with New England Ma-
rines.
In addition to the Division
Conference, I'd like to note the fol-
lowing depariment conventions:
o Department of Massachusetts:
Burlington, MA — May 29th to June 1st
« Department of Connecticut: June 27th to 25th
These conventions are fantastic opportuni-
ties for our members to connect, share experienc-
es, and build camaraderie. They also provide a
chance for significant others to meet people from
other departments. | hope to see many of you at

these events.
Semper Fidelis!!
/7 ////

Patrick Maguire

National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Corps League

12



FROM THE EDITOR

TORPS
%
RG>

August 2025 — September 2025

LASKEY’S

June 2025 — July 2025

LASKEY’S

Members,

It's been a couple of months since Guad State,
and I'm pleased to report that the avent
was a great sucoess. A heartfelt thank
you goes to Maine Commandant Peter
Lubas and the members of the Dapart-
ment of Maine for arganizing an event
that will be remembered for years to
come. | want to take this oppertunity te
congratulate those who received awards
this year.

First, Marine Jane Deptula was
henored with the GySgt Knapp Award.
Marine Daptula has made significant con-
tributions to both the Depariment of
Rhode Island and the New England Division. She consist-
ently embodiss the principle of “service befora self” in all
she doss. One of her most notable efforts is coordinating
the Chapal of Four Chaplains event in Rhode Island. Each
year, this event grows in popularity, filing the church to
capacity. Her dedication to this ceremony has made it a
highlight at veterans’ events across the region.

A big congratulations also goes to Marine Wayne
Salisbury 5r., who was selected as this year's Division

Marine of the Year. Nominated and chosen by his peers, it

Message From The Division Commandant

his back and provide anything you or your family might
need. It's a privilege to call him a friend. Several ather
members were resegnized by the Division
for their dedication and hard work and
were awarded the Distinguished Citizens
Medal - Sitver

« Walt Benson of the Depariment of Con-
necticut continues to do a tremendous job
produging the Division newsletter.

+ ADVC Mike Hinds and Chief of Staff Jos
Afonse were acknowledged for their unwa-
vering suppert and commitment nat anly to
the New England Division but alsa to their
of Massach

pective Depal
and Rhode Istand.
The event was alse honared by the presence of several
distinguished guests:
» NED/COO Bob Borka
 Sr. Vice Commandant Russ Miller
« CDD PDD J.D. Jones
» Auxiliary President Dattie Sanning
 National Chaplain and Marine Corps Leagus Foundation
Chaplain of Four Chaplains Howard Schasffer
 National Sgt at Arms Lisa Salarczyk

Notably, out of the 10 Divisions in the League, 8

was 3 true honor to present Wayne with this well
award. Wayne has done so much for the League, always

the first

d at this g

Thank you again to everyone whe

were rep ing in New England.

made Quad State such 3 memorable and
impaciful svent. We lock forward to buid-

Members,

| hope everyone is enjoying the summer!
To those whe attended the Conference in
Maine or the Conuentions in Massachu-
setts and Connecticut, you may recall me
saying, *I have two asks.” I'm reaching
out again with those same two important
requests.

We urgently need:

1. A New England Division MCL-
aceredited Veterans Senvice Officer
(vs0)

2. A New England Division Liaison for the
Marine Youth Physical Fitness (YPF)
Frogram \

Since then, several Marines have expressed inter-
est I've shared the necessary information and directed
them to the National website. For those still considering,
you can find full details in the Member Library under V50
and YPF

The Mational Convention is just weeks away, and
unless something changes, our Division will ance again be
the only one without these billets filled. | won't sugarcoat
this—it may sound like I'm begging, and frankly. | am. Be-
cause | believe in this Division, and | know we have Ma-
rines who have the passion, integrity, and capability to
thrive in these roles. | just need you o take the first step

These are not just tiles. They are deeply reward-
ing opportunities:

* As VSO, you would be directly assisting Veterans and

Message From The Division Commandant

motivating young people across New England—instiling in
them the values of discipline, fitness, and teamwork.
Here's a brief excerpt from the
YPF Standard Operating Procedure to give
you a sense of the mission:

a. Maintain communication with all Depart-

ments MCL YPF Representative within

their Division.
b. Be the recipient of Quarterly Reporis
from all Department MCL YPF Represent-
atives.
c. Act as the POC between the Division
and all the Depariments within their Divi-
sion, with the MCL Chairman of the MCL
YPF Committe.
d. Assist the Departments to plan, organize and conduct
the annual state or regional MCL YPF Meets as required.
e. Maintain contact with any organization providing finan-
cial support for any event held under the MCLYPF Pro-
gram.
f Ensure training and assistance is provided to the De-
partments at National; Convention, Mid-Winter Conference
and Monthly Zoom Session.
g. Ensure compliance of the MCL YPF Guidelines & Pro-
gram documents located on the MC website.

Flease. take a moment o seriously consider step-
ping up. If you're ready—or even just curi-
ous—reach out to me dirzctly. 'l gladly

help you navigate the process.

| will see

\e ENOLAND Oivisyo, December 2025 — January 2026
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Dear Marines,

As we proudly celebrate the
250th Birthday of the United
States Marine Corps—a momen-
tous occasion that honors net only
our illustrious past, but also the
enduring spirit that defines what it
means to be a Marine.

For two and a half centu-
ries, Marines have stood as our
nation's elite warriors—fighting
with honor, courage, and commit-
ment in every clime and place.
From the legendary battles of Belleau Wood and
Iwo Jima to the deserts of the Middle East and
missions of peace and humanitarian aid around
the globe, we have forged a legacy written in
sacrifice, valor, and unwavering brotherhood.

‘et our service does not end when we
remove the uniform. As members of the Marine

In this 250th year, we are not just cele-
brating our history—we are actively
writing its next chapter. Whether it's
mentoring young Marines, assisting
veterans in need, participating in
patriotic events, or preserving our
heritage, our mission continues.
The League offers us a unigue op-
portunity to channel our experience,
wisdem, and pride into action that
matters.

So let us raise a glass—not
just to 250 years of the United
States Marine Corps, but to the un-
breakable bond we share as Marines, past and
present. And let us reaffirm our cath—not to a
rank or uniform, but to a lifelong call to serve.

There will be many celebrations through-
out the country. As we celebrate the 250th, let
us also pause fo remember those who are
standing watch—at posts near and far, on land

Corps League, we continue to uphold the sacred and at sea, in silence and in sacrifice. They carry

values instilled in us at boot camp—Ileadership,
integrity, discipline, and a commitment fo those
who served alongside us. We remain bound by
duty: to care for one another, to support the next
generation of Marines, and fo serve our commu-
nities with the same dedication we gave o our
Corps and country.

forward the legacy we helped build,
and they remind us why we contin-
ue to serve.

Semper Fidelis /. f/
Patrick Maguire :
Mational Vice Commandant
Mew England Division
Marine Corps League

Dear Marines,

| hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving
and enjoyed time with family and
friends!

November was an exceptionally
special month as we celebrated the
250th birthday of our Marine Corps. It's
a milestone that reminds us of the proud
history, tradition, and sacrifice that de-
fine our Corps. | had the privilege of at-
tending several celebrations throughout
New England, and | was truly inspired
by the energy, camaraderie, and dedica-
tion of our League members. During
these events, | had the opportunity to
meet so many of you—the heart and
soul of our Detachments. | heard
firsthand about the remarkable work be-
ing done in communities across the re-
gion. From supporting veterans and their families to
running community programs and local events, you
embody the Marine Corps League’s mission in every
sense of the word. It makes me proud to see our mem-
bers stepping up, day after day, to serve and support
others.

Many of our members are modest and don’t
seek recognition for their hard work—but the truth is,
your contributions deserve to be celebrated. That's why
Laskey’s Telegraph exists: to give every Detachment a
platform to share achievements, milestones, and sto-
ries that inspire others.

Whether it's a community service project, a
fundraiser, or a local initiative, your efforts matter.
Don't be afraid to brag a litle—your accomplishments
are worth sharing, and your peers will be inspired by

your example. So go ahead... BRAG!

As we move into December and the holiday
season, it's a perfect time to reflect
on what we've
accomplished together and to ap-
preciate the people around us. The
League is more than an organiza-
tion—it's a family. And like any fam-
ily, the support, dedication, and
pride we share make all the differ-
ence.

This Christmas season, |
want to extend my warmest wishes
to each of you and your families.
May your holidays be filled with joy,
laughter, and the spirit of giving.
Take a moment to cherish the
memories, the traditions, and the

simple pleasures that make this
time of year so special. And as we close out this year,
let's carry the same enthusiasm, camaraderie, and Ma-
rine Corps pride into 2026. There's no doubt that with
your dedication and commitment, the League will con-
tinue to thrive and make an impact in every community
we serve.

Thank you for all that you do—your efforts
make a difference, and together we em- Py
body the Semper Fidelis spirit every

single day. /
Semper Fidelis / /,?/
|

Patrick Maguire

National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Corps League
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Members,
We are one month into 20286, and the yearis
already moving guickly. As we look ahead, there is an

important issue we must address
together: membership across the
Division is down. When membership
declines, Detachments are put at
risk. When Detachments dissolve,
our presence in the community
weakens, and fewer Marines are
able to see what the League truly
stands for.

Growing our membership is
something every one of us can help
with. It is not just an administrative
task or an officer responsibility—it is
a shared effort. Qur ability to serve
Marines, advocate for their needs, N
and provide meaningful support de-
pends on a strong and active membership.

Many of us joined the League locking for cama-
raderie, purposs, and a continued connection to those
who understand our experiences. There are Marines in
our communities today who are still searching for that
same sense of belonging. If they don't know who we
are, or if there iz no local Detachment for them to find,
we miss the opportunity to support them when they
need it most. Each conversation matiers. Each invita-
tion matters. Simply sharing what the League means to
you can make a difference. Let's work together to
strengthen our membership, protect our Detachments,
and ensure the League remains a place where Marines
«can find support, purpose, and fellowship—now and in
the future.

Locking ahead, we also have important oppor-
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tunities this year to come together as a League. The
Mid-Winter Conference will be held February 26-29 in
Pentagon City, Virginia. For those traveling from New
England, | look forward to seeing you
there. Additionally, the New England
Division Conference will take place
June 11-14 in Springfield, Massachu-
setts, hosted by the Department of
Massachusetts. This conference repre-
sents an important change. After con-
siderable effort to align bylaws across
all Departments, this event will no
longer be refemred to as the Quad
State Convention. This will be on aro-
tating basis amaong the six Depart-
ments. One of the driving factors be-
hind this change was attendance. Par-
ticipation at past Quad State conven-
tions, as well as at individual Depart-
ment conventions in Massachusetts and Connecticut,
had declined. The Division recognized that something
needed to change, and this new approach is intended
to bring more members together in a posiive and uni-
fied way. We truly hope this change is met with enthusi-
asm and renewed participation as we continue working
together to strengthen cur membership. Hotel details
have been provided to Department Commandants, and
the agenda is still being finalized. Once /I

complete, the agenda and registrafion
information will be distributed in the 4
coming weeks. / J,!{
Patrick Maguire |
Thank you for all that patinnal Vice Commandant
you do Mew England Division
Semper Fidelis Marine Corps League

e ENSLAND D15,

June 2026 — July 2026

LASKEY’S

Newsletter of The New England Division of The Marine Corps League Vol. 5 Issue 5

Marines and Members,

We're just a few days away from the Division
Conference in Springfield, Massa-
chusetts, and things are starting to
come together pretty quickly. This
is one of those weekends where
there's a mix of business and just
getting a chance to see everyone
again.

We'll handle the League
business, but it's not just about sit-
ting in meetings. It's also about
showing up, staying involved, and
staying connected with what's go-
ing on across the division. We'll
have guests from National there as
well, along with some partners we've worked with
before and a few new ones we’re starting to build
relationships with.

Springfield was picked after looking at a few
different locations, and the goal was to keep it fair for
everyone across the division. It's a good central
spot, and hopefully that helps bring more people in.
Registration is okay right now, but there’s still time
for those numbers to climb, and it would be good to
see more members make the trip.

Outside of the meetings, there’s a few things
going on. Friday has golf for whoever wants to play,

Message From The Division Commandant

plus an armory tour. Six Flags is close by, there are a

couple museums in the area, and downtown Spring-
field has plenty to walk around and
check out. The Basketball Hall of
Fame is always a popular stop, and
the Lyman and Merrie Wood Muse-
um is worth seeing if you are a mo-
torcycle enthusiast. There is also a
casino nearby for anyone who wants
to stop in there and drop a dollar or a
quarter into a machine.

At the end of the day, hope-
fully everyone leaves with a few good
conversations, some new ideas, and
a little motivation to bring back home.

What really matters is not just show-

ing up for the weekend, but what we do with it after.
Take what you hear, what you learn, and who you
connect with, and put it to use when you get back.
That's how things keep moving forward — one mem-
ber, one detachment, one department at a time.

v

o/
H

See you in Springfield!!

Patrick Maguire

National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Corps League
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Members,

Get ready for a great few days this June! We're
excited to announce that the New England Division
Conference will be in Springfield,
Massachusetts from June 11th
through June 14th. This year is a lit-
tle different—in a good way. It's our
first time not having a Quad State
Convention, which means we get to
focus on a true Division Conference.
It's a great chance for all of us to
come together, spend more time with
each other, and build stronger con-
nections across the division.

This conference isn't just
about meetings—it's about catching
up with friends, meeting newpeople,
and enjoying time together. There lﬂ
will be plenty of chances to share
ideas, leam from each other, and have some Iaughs
along the way.

We've also got some great activities lined up.
‘You can hit the golf course, check out the NBA Basket-
ball Hall of Fame, take a tour of the Springfield Amory
National Historic site, or spend some time at MGM
Springfield. Whether you're looking to explore or just
relax, there's something for everyone and members are
encouraged to bring their significant others and families
to enjoy it all. It will be at the Springfield Monarch Sher-
aton, and room rates are available through May11th—
s0 be sure to get your room reserved soon. Booking
links will be available on the New

England Division website.
You'll also find the agenda and registration
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form links on the New England Division website, mak-
ing it easy to plan your trip and sign up. As has been
done over the last few years, the division will also be
holding raffles to help members cover
the cost of attending the conference.
These may include assistance with
transportation, hotel rooms, or banquet
tickets.

Make your plans, reserve your
room, and join us in Springfield for a
great time together. In

celebration of America /7
250, this will be the Con- )

ference logo. Shirts will / //
be available. ‘/ |

Patrick Maguire

National Vice Commandant
New England Division
Marine Corps League
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Mannes and Members,

hope your summer is going well and that
you've had the opporunity to spend some quality
time with family and fiends. | would
like to take this opportunity to say
that the first New England Division
Conference, held in Springfield,
Massachusetts, was a success.
Thank you to the Depariment of
Massachusetts for hosting this
year's conference. There was some
uncertainty about how the new for-
mat would be received, but based
on the survey results from those
who attended, the feedback was
overwhelmingly positive. Members
also shared a few suggestions for
improvements and additions, and
we will be working to incorporate
those ideas into future confer-
ences. Overall, | believe the confer-
ence was a great success. A sin-
cere THANK YOU goes out to eve-
ryone who helped plan the confer-
ence, aswell as those who volun-
teered throughout the weekend. Your hard work and
dedication made this event possible.

The presenters provided valuable infonmation
that each of us can take back to our Detachments. |
would like to recognize them once again and thank
them for taking the time to support the New England
Division Conference:

« Mational Senior Vice Commandant Russ Miler
= Mational Junior Vice Commandant Dave Porter
= Mational Execufive Direclor/COO Bob Borka

» 62nd Chief Devil Dog PDD Joe D'Angelo

« Marine For Life Representative Dave Ossian

o« HAMS AL Representative Brian Gillespie

August 2026 — September 2026
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ngland Division of The Marine Corps League Vol

« National Chaplain Howard Schasfer

Congratulations to our 2026 New England Division
award recpients:
= Marine of the Year: Dave Porter
= Associate Member of the Year: Pa

tricia Anthony

e GySgt Knapp Award: Bob Mayers
Congratulafons to each of you on
these wel-deserved honors.

We were also honored to
have representatives from the Cluilts
of Valor Foundation join us. Quilts of
Valor is a nonprofit organization that
presents handmade quilts to service
members and veterans. Each quit
serves as a tangible expression of
gratitude, recognizing their sacrifices
and providing comfort and support.
Congratulaiions to this year's Quilt of
Valor recipients:

« Bob Mayers — Vemmont

# Peter King — Massachusetts

« Wayne Salisbury Sr.— Rhode Is
land

« Wayne Caron— Maine

 Bill Lee — Connecticut

Looking ahead, the 2027 Mew England Divi-
sion Conference will be hosted by the Depariment of
Rhode Island. Additional information and registration
details will be shared as planning is finalized.

Thank you for your continued

dedication to the Marine Comps League

and to the veterans, Marines, and /

communities we proudly serve / /
7

Patrick Maguire

National Vice Commandant
Mew England Division
Marine Corps League
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2026 NEW ENGLAND DIVISION
CONFERENCE

MCL Massachusetts Commandant Mike Hinds offers a welcome to the Conference as the host Department.
L to R Walt Benson Division Adjutant, NVC Pat maguire, Asst Vice Commandant Michael Hinds, Division
Chief of Staff Joe Afonso.

MCL National NE Division Vice Commandant Pat Maguire opens the conference after the memorial service.
From L to R Walt Benson Division Adjutant, NVC Pat maguire, Asst Vice Commandant Michael Hinds, Divi-
sion Chief of Staff Joe Afonso.




2026 NEW ENGLAND DIVISION

CONFERENCE

The Conference was on an extremely tight schedule with presentations by NVC Pat Maguire, The
62nd CDD Joe DeAngelo, Help A Marine Save A Life or HMSAL, Brian Gillespie, National Sr. Vice Comman-
dant Russ Miller, National Jr. Vice Commandant David Porter Jr., David Ossian on Marine For Life, Bob Bor-
ka, on Database, Transmittals, and finally a few awards.
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At the banquet the guest speaker was, Steven George Xiarhos. Massachusetts State Representa-
tive, Ret. Deputy Police Chief of Yarmouth Police Department and Gold Star Father, who lost a son in ser-
vice, and while he told his story he had called up two MCL members who had lost relatives in service as
well. He was joined by National Sr. Vice Commandant Russ miller and Richard Michaud from the Depart-
ment of Connecticut. When he was finished there was not a dry eye in the house.

_- [ [l '” David Porter was the Marine of The Year, Pic-

: 3 ™ tured to the left, Mike Hinds Assistant New
England NVC, David Porter Jr. National Jr. Vice
Commandant, Pat Maguire, New England Divi-
sion National
Vice Com-
i mandant.

Associate of
the Year was
Patricia An-
' thony, no pic-
ture was avail-
able for this
award.




2026 NEW ENGLAND DIVISION
CONFERENCE

\ — N
PNC Warren Griffin a\ﬁ‘ona r. Vice Commandant Dawdﬁorter

NE Div. Asst Vice Commandant Mike
Hinds with Steven George Xiarhos

Jr. NE Division Asst Vice Commandant Mike

with Steven George ) i )
Hinds with Steven George Xiarhos

Xiarhos

= |

' Maguire, Presented Certifi-
cates of Appreciation to the
; _ women from Quilts of Valor.

i

Various Members of the NE
Division were wrapped in
Quilts of Valor Including Top
Lee above center who
f‘ seemed to return to the days
iy of Liberty where every Marine
had a girl for every arm




2026 NEW ENGLAND DIVISION
CONFERENCE
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CONTRIBUTING AUTHORS.
Ann Parsons Holte
Reneica Peldunas-Harter
Ann Rehbein
Sue Reich
»

Foreword by
Marianne Fons
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2026 NEW ENGLAND DIVISION
CONFERENCE
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The final event of the night was the swearing in, the éix New England Division Comandants. NE Division

NVC Pat Maguire swore in Walt Benson Commandant of Connecticut, Joe Afonso Commandant of Rhode
Island, Robert Mayers, Commandant of Vermont, Cody Dumont, Commandant of New Hampshire, Peter
Lubas, Commandant Maine, Michael Hinds, Commandant of Massachusetts
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2026 NEW ENGLAND DIVISION

CONFERENCE SURVEY

2026 New England Division Conference

A survey was sent to those who attended the conference. Below, you will find the feedback
provided by our members, including their ratings of various areas of the conference as well as their
suggestions for future improvements.

Conference Evaluation Survey Summary

The New England Division thanks everyone who completed the 2026 Conference Evaluation
Survey. Your feedback helps us continue improving future conferences and ensuring we provide
the best possible experience for our members.

Survey Responses Received: 18

Overall Conference Rating

Member Satisfaction

Excellent || G 15 33%)

Good [l 3 (17%)

The conference received overwhelmingly positive feedback, with 100% of respondents rating
the conference Good or Excellent.

Registration Process

Registration Experience

Excellent [ NG 5

Good | 1

Fair [ 2

Members commented that registration was simple, organized, and easy to complete.
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2026 NEW ENGLAND DIVISION

CONFERENCE SURVEY

Banquet Experience

Banquet & Food Service Rating

Excellent || G £ (78%)

Good [l 3 (17%)

Fair ] 1 (5%)

Members enjoyed the banquet program, entertainment, and fellowship. A common suggestion

was to consider additional menu options for future conferences.

Conference Highlights

Members praised:

"1 Excellent organization and communication

1 Strong fellowship throughout the weekend

1 Smooth registration process

1 Well-run conference schedule

1 Professional and productive business meetings
1 Outstanding support from Division leadership

1 Appreciation for the Department of Massachusetts hosting the conference

Member Suggestions for Future Conferences

» Continue keeping business meetings focused and efficient
* Allow additional time for member interaction and fellowship
* Expand banquet menu selections

» Add training sessions and educational presentations

» Continue programs that support leadership and member development

21



2026 NEW ENGLAND DIVISION

CONFERENCE SURVEY

Overall Conference Success

The inaugural New England Division Conference held in Springfield, Massachusetts was a
success.

Members overwhelmingly rated the conference as Excellent, recognized the effort put into
organization and hospitality, and expressed strong interest in attending future Division
conferences.

The New England Division extends its sincere appreciation to the Department of Massachusetts
for hosting and to all members, volunteers, and participants who helped make this event
successful.

The feedback received will guide future conference planning as we continue building an event
that benefits the entire New England Division.

Semper Fidelis!

Patrick Maguire
National Vice Commandant

New England Division
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NEW ENGLAND DIVISION

ATTENTION ALL MARINES' ‘

UOIN US FOR.THE — - %
NATIONAL MARINE CORPS LEAGUE

CONVENTION 2026 e

OF MARINES FROM ACRoss
THE NATION! Pk, A0

& In tribute to the Fallen

@ Camaraderie & Networking* *
@ Workshops & Seminars
OORAH! DON'T MISS OUTL
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DAY OF SERVICE

COMMEMORATING THE

25™ ANNIVERSARY

OF SEPTEMBER 17, 2000

[ () SATURDAY, () 10:00 A.M.
SEPTEMBER 12,2026 O LOCAL TIME
PAmlchFT'rﬁé LOCATION |

e OR VISIT

CARRYTHELOAD ORSG/
PATRIOT-DAY

PARTICIPATING NATIONAL CEMETERIES NATIONWIDE

A camey THE LOAD) T VA |G




@ NEW ENGLAND DIVISION @&

NCA in partnership with Carry The Load and Just Serve is organizing the National Day of Service to commemorate the
25th anniversary of 9/11 on Saturday, Sept. 12 at 10:00 am (local time). The event includes a brief ceremony and in-
structions to volunteers on headstone cleaning and beautification. This is a great service opportunity for employee en-
gagement, youth groups, and individuals. Participants are encouraged to post on a Veteran's memorial page at

VA's Veterans Legacy Memorial.

Saturday, Sept. 12 at 10:00 am (local time)
REGISTER HERE: https:/mww.carrytheload.org/patriot-day/

Find your cemetery here:
https://www.cem.va.gov/volunteer/National-Day-of-Service.asp

Forty-seven 9/11 victims are buried in VA national cemeteries and more than 16,000 Veter-
ans from the Global War on Terror.
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NEW ENGLAND DIVISION
VSO WANTED

New England Division Seeking a Veteran Services Officer (VSO) The New
England Division is seeking a dedicated Veteran Services Officer (VSO). This vital
role is focused on serving and advocating for U.S. Marine Corps Veterans, as well as
Veterans of all U.S. Armed Forces, their families, and survivors. The VSO ensures
that Veterans and their families receive the Department of Veterans Affairs, state, lo-

cal government, and non-government benefits to which they are entitled.
Every other Division in the League currently has a VSO, providing essential

support to Veterans in their regions. With the leadership of Director Philip Du and the
accredited VSOs across the League, countless Veterans and their families are al-
ready benefiting from their guidance and expertise. The New England Division is ea-
ger to fill this important position and continue expanding the League’s mission of ser-
vice to Veterans. If you are committed to advocating for Veterans and have the dedi-
cation to make a meaningful impact in the New England community, we encourage

you to begin the process of becoming a VSO.

For more information click on the link below:

Veteran Services — Marine Corps League

Please contact: NVC Patrick Maguire with any questions or if you’re interested in the
VSO position.

26



Hello Marines and Associates; want to find some ways to celebrate our
successes and bringing in new mem-
bers, while having some fun.

This year we had our first six
state Division Conference, which was
held in Springfield MA. Connecticut had
a good showing | believe we had 10
People attending, and we had a few
laughs and got to visit some local at-
tractions. But we could have had more
it was so close to all of us. To me it was
amazing Marines from all of New Eng-
land gathered in one place. There was
plenty of time for catching up with old
friends and brining new ones into the
fold. Some of us keep in contact during
the year either in person at other events, or on Fa-
ceBook. | believe next years is in Rhode Island. At
one of the past Quad States | was in New Hamp-
shire | stayed an extra day because | spent some
time there in my youth and route 1 went along the
water so close that it splashed on the rocks and on-
to the road. | got lost and wound up at the gate to
the base at Portsmouth where a cop from the base
saw me looking at the map and came over to help.
He had me follow him onto the base, and he took
me everywhere giving us a history lesson on all the
improvements done to the base including the prison
it was a great time. Had | not gone to Quad State (at
the time) it never would have happened. All of these
Conferences bring with them opportunities, take ad-
vantage of them.

Lastly, | would like to thank all of the people
who worked so hard on all the committee’s for our
Convention, but a special thanks to Jr. Past Com-
mandant Rich Daigle and PDC Adele Hodges, who
as usual went the extra mile. | would also like to
thank Rosena Taylor for all her work on the raffle.

The one day convention
has come and gone and most seem
to feel it was a success and to me it
was because we got everything we
wanted to accomplish done. We
elected new officers, myself as
Commandant, George Guttmann
Jr., Senior Vice Commandant, Ulys-
ses L Carr, Junior Vice Comman-
dant, PCDD Doug Fisk Judge Ad-
vocate, Tom Jackson Paymaster,
and Charise Hewitt Adjutant.

We raised the Department
dues from $5 to $10. We had two
honored guests National Jr. Vice Commandant, Da-
vid Porter, and National New England Vice Com-
mandant Pat Maguire. We also had New England
Vice Chief Devil Dog Pat McMahon on board who
also calls this home. We moved on and elected New
Pack officers for the pack, all in a day.

So as we look forward and take that first step
into our new year; where do we go, and what do we
do? The number one goal we have is recruiting and
that has been our goal for a while and we will con-
tinue to pursue new members as we have not yet
succeeded. We recently received a recruiting guide-
book from National, that | sent out to all detach-
ments. There are many ideas in there some old
some new. One such simple idea was to take our old
Semper Fi magazines, and leave them at your doc-
tors office or dentist office. Cover the address label
with a label containing the contact information for
yourself or someone in your detachment or depart-
ment that is willing to talk to someone about joining
the league. We have new recruiting brochures for
the League and the Dogs they will be distributed in
the August Department meeting and The September
Growl. The Dogs is the next target looking for new
pups. Those should be easier since Dogs have to be
League members first. Ual?r Benson
The guidebook has a lot of good ideas but we are
not limited to those ideas, what ideas do you have? |
would like to bring back the activities committee. |

Semper Fidelis,

Commandant
Department of Connecticut
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WHERE: 980 CHESTNUT HILLRD. || WHEN: SEPTEMBER 19, 2026
S. GLASTONBURY, €T 06073 CHECK-IN 0430 | STEP OFF 0530

SO0 ENTRY || DONATIONS WELCOME

Al active military and veterans are-invited to sign up for the 22k.
Hikers must have served in one of the hranches of the U.S. Armed Forces.

TO REGISTER VISIT:
MCLDET40.0RG




Join us for our Annual Benefit Ride
Meet up at Hubbard Park in Meriden, CT.
Registration is from 9:30 to 10:45 with kickstands up at 11:00.
Qur ride will end at the Svea Social Club,
999 Kensington Rd, Kensington, CT 06037.
Come out rain or shine, with or without a bike. Enjoy food, music, and raffles.
All proceeds go toward scholarships and animals in need of medical attention.

POWERED BY:

For any questions, please call/text us! =
Arnold 860-637-3834 I/II [AYMOND
Tina 860-637-3834 LAW FIRM
Sheri 203-848-7524

1-800-HAYMOND
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- 9AmM-11AM
1sT SATURDAY oF EACH MONTH

AMERICAN LEGION POST 68 HALL

COME ENJOY FREE COFFEE, HOT BREAKFAST
& GOOD CONVERSATIONS! &

-

Feel free to bring
ONE guest!

IF YOU NEED A RIDE PLEASE CONTACT:

MO JORDAN

860-268-8969
AMERICANLEGIONAUXPOST68@GMAIL.COM

154 Porters Pass, Berlin CT 06037
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2026 CONNECTICUT CONVENTION

The Connecticut One Day Convention opened with our memorial service for all the members
we lost this year. We then went into the opening of the Convention with the role call of officers and
the welcoming of dignitaries. We welcomed National Jr. Vice Commandant David Porter Jr., New
England National Vice Commandant Pat Maguire, New England National Vice Chief Devil Dog Pat
McMahon. Followed by PCDD Doug Fisk, PDC Lou Verrette, PDC Pat McMahon, PDC Jack
Dougherty, PDC Adele Hodges, PDC Jim Lauber, PDC David Rosa.. The biggest items on the
agenda were the raising of the Department dues from $5 to $10, first raise in 30 years. The status
of the two detachments surrendering their Charter, reported on by Dept Judge Advocate Doug Fisk.
The Paymaster Tom Jackson delivered the new budget from the Budget Committee, for approval.
The audit Committee was unable to complete the udit so it was tabled to the August meeting The
Credentials Committee report was delivered by Jim Soder and once delivered we were able to pro-
ceed to elections.

National Jr. Vice Commandant David Porter Jr., Swore in the officers and Staff Front row from L to
R Ulysses Carr JR. Vice Commandant, George Gutmann Jr. SR Vice Commandant Walt Benson
Commandant, Doug Fisk Judge Advocate. Second Row L-R, Roland Hamel, County Commandant,
New Haven, Jim Soder, County Commandant, Middlesex, Gregg Timms, County Commandant,
Ray Burington County Commandant, Tolland, Peter DePaola, County Commandant, Hartford, Wil-
liam Lee County Commandant, Windham, Adele Hodges, County Commandant, Fairfield, Charise
Hewitt, Department Adjutant, Tom Jackson Department Paymaster.
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. Above left, National Jr. Vice Comman-
__: dant David Porter Jr., Swears in Walt
% Benson as Connecticut's new Comman-
"dant

— Above, New England National Vice
Commandant Pat Maguire, assisting

§ David Porter as Sgt-At-Arms escorts the
new Commandant to his post.

<
|| Left, National Jr. Vice Commandant Da-
g vid Porter Jr., Congratulates the new
Commandant and all the newly elected
officers
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2026 CONNECTICUT CONVENTION

No convention is complete without awards and we had a few vey deserved awards. First being

Department of Connecticut Marine of the year which was | am very proud to say Adel Hodges.
_.__ v '7I,_’- = ‘\ ) G R s smme 1| mm_ f“' ) 19

MOY Committee Chair PDC Jack Dougherty MOY Adele Hodges, Committee Chair PDC
presenting the award, with PDC Lou Verrette Jack Dougherty with PDC Lou Verrette and
looking on. NENVCDD Pat McMahon looking on.

Commandant Walt Benson presented Jr Past Com-
mandant Rich Daigle for Leadership which read
RICHARD J. DAIGLE JR.
COMMANDANT DEPT. OF CT
2025 —2026

FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE AND
LEADERSHIP

THIS GAVEL WAS PRESENTED TO YOU AS AN
EMBLEM OF YOUR AUTHORITY AND RESPON-
SIBILITY.

AT THIS, THE END OF YOUR TOUR OF DUTY,
YOU CAN MARK THIS TASK WELL DONE.
| CONGRATULATE YOU, SIR COMMANDANT

SEMPER FIDELIS




JCONNECTICUT®

2026 CONNECTICUT CONVENTION

The day concluded with the Grand Growl where elections were held and officers installed
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Above: New England NVCDD Pat McMahon, Swears in the newly elected Pack Officers, assisted
by Bill Schmidt. L to R. Rivers McCalop, Watch Dog, Roland Hamel Jr, Barking Dog, George
Guttmann Jr., Dog Robber, John Dougherty, Dog Trainer, William Lee, Police Dog, Rich Daigle,
Mad Dog, Tom Jackson, Jr, worthy Vice Pack Leader, Jim Lauber, Sr. worthy Pack Leader, Walt

Benson, Worthy Pack Leader, PCDD Doug Fisk, Smart Dog.

Below Jr. Past Commandant Rich Daigle Presents Melissa Wheelock with The Associate of the
year Award
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The 9th Annual Flag Field for Heroes

The Connecticut Landmarks hosted the 9th Annual Flag Field for Heroes ceremony on Sun-

day, July 5th, at the Nathan Hale Homestead in Coventry, CT.

Marine Corps League members, Peter and Jamie DePaola, assisted in installing over 600
flags earlier in the week. Nine years ago, there were less than 100 and it has grown to over 600
this year.

These American flags were put into
the ground bearing a tag to honor a specific
military veteran or active-duty mem-

ber. American Legion Post 52 and Marine
Corps League members worked tirelessly in
the heat to prepare this year's Flag Field for
Heroes to celebrate our country’s

250th anniversary of independence. Veter-
ans continue to serve veterans and honor

ly from dawn to dusk through July 25.

Jamie DePaola

Photo Right Peter and Jamie DePaola



CONNECTICUT

| started working on this about three years ago, and due to time and life | put it aside and

said later. Then at the

CT had a Challenge Coin
we do not even have our
have there own version
EGA in the center and a
combined with it. This is
got some help from Al to
logo and if we like it our

| believe everyone should
that you look at it, pick it
any changes you would

it out and start over. | think
of recognizable logo to
Departments, but it

thing | created. It also =
use it as our challenge coin. Tell me what you think.

Every Greal Detachment
ey

HAS A STORY. =
Ghare [ (=4 B

A NEWSLETTER KEEPS YOUR
DETACHMENT CONNECTED, INFORMED,
AND MOVING FORWARD—TOGETHER.

) © @ ©

INSPIRE LEAVE A
INVOLVEMENT LASTING IMPACT

START YOUR

DETACHMENT

NEWSLETTER
TODAY!

@ &

SHARE YOUR SIAV BUILD

SUCCESSES CONNECTED

Keep mambers
programs, and informod and

STRONGER
RELATIONSHIPS
3

i~ IIﬁr oarselo’r
a TELL YUUH STORY.
| stole this from the Dept of Georgia and their Newsletter, be-
cause | love the effort. A lot of detachments used to have Newslet-
ters. Some had a regular schedule for theirs and others offered them
when ever they had time, but the value of a newsletter cannot be
measured as it has so many purposes. It informs others of what you
are doing and the events you are hosting and supporting. It is a non
invasive tool for recruiting when you speak to a possible recruit and
they say they have to time or not right now, ask them if they would
like to receive your newsletter that way everytime you create one
they will get a copy and they are aware of what you are doing. It al-
lows others in the Department, Division, and the league to see what

START A NEWSLETTER
’ TODAY AND LET YOUR
DETACHMENT SHINE!
Tegelher, were slrenges
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conference | was asked if
and of course we do not,
own logo. Other states
which is a circle with the
silhouette of the state

the one | envisioned and |
create this image as our
coin down the road. Since
have a say in this | ask
apart and come up with
like to make to it; or throw
we should have some type
distinguish us from other
doesn’t have to be some-
does not mean we should

your detachment and your peo-
ple are doing snd how they are
supporting our mission. Lastly,
they are a history of your organi-
zation. They will store all of the
events that your organization
was responsible for. Every Con-
vention, every Conference, eve-
ry Birthday Ball, Parade, Color
Guard, Rose Program, Award
Ceremony, all preserved. The
graphic says every Detachment
has a story to tell and indeed
they do. It is about the mission
we strive to deliver but more im-
portantly it is the people who
bring that mission to life and
touch the Veterans and fellow
Marines who we serve. One of
our Marines has this on his
email signature, Semper Fidelis,
its not just s quote, it's a way of
life.

Walt Benson
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® YOUNG MARINES &
Young Marine of the Year Award

We extend our congratulations to Young Marine SgtMaj Mason Steele on receiving the

Young Marine of the Year from the Marine Corps League Department of CT.

Young Marine Mason Steele has been recognized for his leadership and dedication to the Young
Marines. He has been awarded the Young Marine of the Year from the Natchaug Unit, from the
Regiment, and Division 1. This is his second time being awarded the Young Marine of the Year by

the MCL Department of CT. As part of his selection as Young Marine of the Year SgtMaj Steele,
appeared before a panel of seven members of the Department of CT. consisting of YM Liaison Pe-
ter DePaola, Dept. Commandant Rich Daigle, PDC Adele Hodges, William Lee, PCDD Doug Fisk,
Sr. Vice Commandant Walt Benson, and Dept Webmaster Roland Hamel, where he was inter-
viewed on his accomplishments, what he has gained from being a Young Marine, and how this will
influence him going forward in his education and life.

Young Marine Steele is an honor student at Bacon Academy in Colchester, CT. Congratula-
tions on your many accomplish-

ments and your dedication to helping

others. He is an inspiration

to others and a leader throughout
the Young Marine Program.

Congratulations Young Marine
SgtMaj Steele. Semper Fidelis

S/F

Peter DePaola
YM Liaison
MCL Dept of CT
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WOMEN VETERANS DAY

> 2
> o
~

June 12 10:00 am On June 12, 1948 President
Gold Star Auditorium Harry S. Truman signed the

: Armed Services Integration
Rocky Hill Veterans Home Ackpemntiing oments

287 West Street, Rocky Hill, CT  serve as permanent regular

members of the armed

All are welcome! services.

Rosena Taylor, Adele Hodges, Jamie Depaola

The history behind June 12th

Women have served in America’s military since

the very beginning, often without formal recognition, official status or the same opportunities. For
generations, we stepped forward in times of war and peace, contributing as nurses, support per-
sonnel and in combat roles.

Historically, women were allowed to serve in the U.S. Armed Forces only during times of war. Only
nurses could remain in the regular and reserve forces during peacetime, while all other women
were sent home after each conflict. Yet time and again, women demonstrated that their contribu-
tions were essential, not just in wartime, but always.

This recognition became official on June 12, 1948, with the signing of the Women’s Armed Ser-
vices Integration Act. This landmark legislation granted women the legal right to serve as perma-
nent, regular members of the U.S. Armed Forces. No longer confined to temporary or auxiliary
roles, women could now build full military careers and help shape the future of our armed services.

Women Veterans Recognition Day exists because of this moment. It is not simply a celebration, it
is a commemoration of growth, perseverance and the formal acknowledgment of women as an in-
tegral part of our military strength: past, present and future.
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Happy 250t Birthday America

On July 4th we celebrated the 250th anniversary of America and the Declaration of Independence.
Great celebrations were held across the country from big cit-
ies to small towns to remember what the founding fathers ac-
complished. Completing and signing the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was nothing short of a miracle.
One of the founding princi- ples was the idea of God as
“Divine Providence” was real and present. The Founders wrote in
the last line of the Declaration that, “For the support of this

Declaration, with a firm reliance on the Protection of Divine Prov-

idence, we mutually pledge to : each other our Lives, our For-
tunes and our sacred Honor.” They believed in a Bible-based view of God as actively involved in
the lives of human beings. Their faith was so strong that the success of becoming a new nation
would not happen otherwise. This was the view of many early Americans, and something that
greatly impacted their thoughts and actions at that time.

As Marine Corps League Chaplains we open and close every meeting with a prayer. Always

asking our Heavenly Father to bless all who are present and to guide us in our

deliberations. The 56 signers of the Declaration of Impendence pledged everything to each other
and to the great cause with profound faith. | pray we never lose that fervor of devotion to our

God, to each other, or

9/5 , y . - to the great country
' y serve. Happy 250 th
~ ‘)-fﬁ " R 2 birthday America.

BIRTHDAY

AMERICA

76 * 2026 . e S/F

LA LAY

..‘.u TG o Faans Peter DePaola

L OLe MY

Chaplain
Department of CT




HIFROM THE WORTHY PACK LEADER

Woof, Woof Dogs of the Order,

We are days away from our National Convention and our Supreme Growl, | don’t know what
our donation to the children’s hospital will be but | hear we are over One Hundred thousand again. |
am pretty sure we have no one advancing at this convention and that is very sad. | cannot say why
everyone joins the dogs because there are too many reasons to list. It used to be said that if you
were a Dog you were the best of the best, because the Devil dogs were the honor society of the Ma-
rine Corps League. That may or not be true but the one thing we did have, we were the fun society. |
think the phrase that described us the best came from the movie, Christmas Vacation, “The craziest
bunch of assholes this side of the nuthouse”. Somewhere along the way we lost that. We have tried
some games that were entertaining, but we need more. The fines we pay in bones were never
meant as punitive but rather fun and to bring to the forefront that we are all capable of doing dumb
things and we shouldn’t be afraid to laugh at ourselves. Looking at this from this point of view we
should be out there looking to bring in as any mutts as we can. And once you are in, it is almost an
obligation to continue to advance and become a PDD. When you are a pup or a dog you keep quiet
a lot because you are afraid to report as you will inevitably make mistakes but when you go to na-
tional to advance you report so many time it become second nature. You will also learn more about
the Corps and the Dogs than you ever thought you would. While everyone else is reporting to meet-
ings everyday in uniforms or red shirts and black pants you get to dress in casual attire wearing your
dog vest and traveling in squads to finish the advancement process as the #1 squad. If you get a
choice that McMahon Dog runs a pretty good squad. | can tell you from experience, it is work, it is
educational, you will meet a lot of past chiefs and the all have knowledge and stories to share. The
final day there is a light schedule, photos with the Chief and the Supreme Growl when you will at-
tend as a PDD. It is a great day, a day you will remember and a day you're proud of. So Next year
we are in Buffalo, start planning now to do it.

Semper Woof,
PDD Walt Benson
Worthy Pack
Leader.
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SUPPORT OUR IWO JIMA MONUMENT

- .
- >

SPONSOR OUR ETERNAL FLAME
“IN MEMORY” OR “IN HONOR OF"”

$15 FOR A DAY
$100 FOR A WEEK

$400 FOR A MONTH

Donate on our secure website at www.lwoJimaMemorial.org

Or mail a check to: lwo Jima Memorial Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 31516
Newington, CT 06131

Questions: Contact Elaine at IwoJimaMem.CT@gmail.com
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FROM THE COMMANDANT

Greetings from the

The “Quad State” while part of our divi-
sion history, is clearly in our
rearview mirror. | am certain
that those that that attended
the FIRST New England Di-
vision Conference in Spring-
field were impressed with
the program presented by
our hosting department, the
Department of Massachu-
setts. The Department of
Massachusetts, partnered
with our Division, its Officers
and staff, certainly earned a
Marine Corps “Well Done
Marines!” The bar is set high
for next June and | am cer-
tain that the Department Of
Rhode Island will be up for
the challenge.

As expected, the
Conference was robust with
activity. The presenters
were knowledgeable in what
they shared and various Ma-
rine Corps League related
programs were discussed
withmany questions an-
swered. Bob “Just call me Bob” Borka, from
National presented on a variety of topics and
is always a wealth of information (more about
that later). The Devil Dog Division Growl was a
howling success. Our National Chief Devil
Dog, Chief Joe DeAngelo, was in attendance.
Chief DeAngelo spoke about the present di-
rection of our “fun and honor society” of the
league and he later participated with “Woofish”
enthusiasm in our Division growl. While I'm
certain others contributing to this issue of our
Division Newsletter will share more detalil
about many of the activities, and honorable
attendees of our first New England Confer-
ence, | wish to take a moment and return to
my friend Bob. While Bob Borka spoke on a
litany of topics, some informational, some ad-
ministrative, some motivational, what really

Great State of Maine

stuck with me, and | think many of us in attend-
ance, was his comments con-
N cerning recruitment. | know we
all spend time thinking about
how best to recruit new mem-
bers. We all realize, including
our state of Maine, that finding
and getting new members to
“enlist” in the League can be
both a challenge and some-
times quite difficult. Like other
Departments and their detach-
ments, we host events where
membership drives are a fo-
cus, we always have member-
ship applications at the ready,
| and | suspect that some of the
stories of active members
chasing individuals with a Ma-
rine Corps sticker on the back
of their pick-up trunk are most
likely true. We need to recruit
members for the good of our
league, for the future of our
league and we are all respon-
sible to contribute to that ef-
fort. We need an active and
participative membership.

However, what we also need to ensure
is that we are addressing retention of our cur-
rent members, as Bob skillfully shared with us.
While we need an effort to “seek out and en-
gage” potential new members, we also need to
ensure that we keep our present members in-
volved, interested and coming back. Who has
seen a new member attend a meeting, maybe
a few more, and then just fade away? What
happened to keeping that member engaged?
What can we do to get them to return? Is the
effort worth it-absolutely. This is where some
reflection and discussion with our members,
our officers, our Detachments, our Departments
and even our Division is important. What are
we doing to keep our members engaged and
do | dare suggest having fun? Yes, dare | sug-
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gest the Marine Corps League is supposed to
be fun? Well, with the pace of life currently, if
some fun or fellowship is not included in “the
program,” why should busy Marines and Asso-
ciates want to keep coming back?

While | do not suggest | have all the an-
swers, this theme of retention, as shared by
Bob, has stuck with me since our conference.
My thoughts are to ensure that we are holding
events that are bonding and offer fellowship ac-
tivities. Business meetings, while necessary for
planning, participation and execution of De-
tachment (Department or Division) activities,
my experience is that they are not often, what
one would call fun. They spell out a mission,
direct the activities required and move to the
execution phase of the event, whether it be
Toys for Tots, fundraising efforts, placing flags
on veteran gravesites or any of the other nu-
merous things we do as League members.

| would suggest that we continue with
our Detachment breakfasts, wearing our red
covers and letting “the world” see who we are,
while also sharing boot camp stories around
the breakfast table, as | recently experienced
with our local Central Maine Marines Detach-
ment, Detachment #810. Remembering and
reflecting upon on our unique and uniting com-
mon experience of Marine Corps boot camp
(be it east or west coast). Detachment Break-
fasts and other similar activities help retain
members.
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Summer being upon us is picnic season.
Living in a great state with the state motto of
“Vacationland” this should be self-evident. | am
hopeful that you are discussing or hosting de-
tachment picnics or other similar activities,
maybe a day at the beach, some pistol or rifle
shooting at a local range. What Marine does
not love to press a trigger to the rear, hear the
report of the fire, feel a bit recoil, smell the
burnt powder and check out the hits (or miss-
es) on a target? In addition to these concepts, |
would encourage joining with another detach-
ment if possible. Bring some fresh faces to
your group, maybe some sort of fun competi-
tion, new stories and possibly even some new
ideas. Yes, retention Marines, recruitment is
necessary for the good of our league, however
keeping a present member excited, engaged
and returning in our league, well that is also
very important, and will most likely help your
recruitment efforts into the future.

Thanks Bob!

Semper Fidelis

Peter Lubas

Commandant

Department of Maine
www.marinecorpsleaguemaine.org
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Stand shoulder to shoulder with those who've worn the uniform.
Continue the mission. Strengthen the bond. Serve your community.

MARINES FOR LIFE.

SEMPER FI.

GET INVOLVED. MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL DETACHMENT TO JOIN TODAY.

) www.mcinational.org

= i ational.
SCAN TO JOIN B membership@mclinational.org
&8 (703) 640-0200

3 MarineCorpslLeague
d) @marinecorpsleague

B2 Marine Corps League




MASSACHUSETTS
Massachusetts Young Marines

Reenact the :I'eg Party In Boston Harbor
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National Jr. Vice Commandant David Porter Jr. and Young Marines Trip on Duck Boats and Tea Party
Wilson Lee prepare to recreate the tea party
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National Jr. Vice Commandant David Porter Jr. and The Young Marines in Boston

Below the infamous Duck Boats
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OORAH!
NEWSLETTER

Commandant's Corner

Members and Associates of the Granite State Detachment,

It has been almost a year since | was nominated to be your Commandant. In that time, | have been continual-
ly humbled by the dedication, commitment, enthusiasm
and creativity of our members and associates as we work
to fulfill our common goals of serving our community and
veterans. To have experienced the level of support | have
received as a leader, and to see you all supporting each

. other as well in these tasks and the personal challenges
that come up in our lives has been inspiring. | cannot im-
agine a group of people who are more unified and effec-
tive for what we are and what we do.

The kind of experience and talent we have is re-
flected not only in the three major awards individuals in
our detachment have received from the NH Department,
but in the endurance and willingness to voluntarily serve at
the various events and fundraisers throughout the year.
Perhaps nowhere did all of the above come into play more
clearly than at the marathon sessions at our recent fund-
raiser in Lebanon NH --- 4-hour sessions with over an
hour of driving on either end. Given the older demographic
of our detachment, this really tested the physical limits of
what our volunteers should be doing. Next time, with such a distant site, to cut the time commitment, | will
split those sessions and try to get more of us involved in taking the slots. But to those six who faithfully made
this a success with an effort above and beyond, thank you.

Lastly, it is good that Cody Dumont, having filled all his officer billets, will continue as our Department
Commandant because he clearly sees the major longterm survival challenge of the League which is to bring
in the next generation of Marines. His initiatives such as “Lunches for Leathernecks” and personal visitation
and encouragement to all the detachments will help recruit the younger Marines and their families so the
League can continue to grow. However, we can support him (ideas, presence at his events) in this will benefit
the detachment and the League.
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Marines!

As we take this moment to reflect on Memorial Day and honor the pro-
found sacrifices made by those who gave their lives for our freedom, our
" organization remains dedicated to fostering community and upholding
cherished traditions.

In the spirit of continued engagement and support, we are
pleased to announce a series of fundraising initiatives scheduled for the
upcoming months. A significant focus of our current efforts is the meticu-
lous planning for our esteemed Marine Corps Birthday Ball. A dedicated
committee has been actively formed and is diligently working to curate
an unparalleled celebration, ensuring an evening of distinction and ca-
maraderie.

We are delighted to confirm that the Marine Corps Birthday Ball
is slated for November 10, 2026, and will be hosted at the elegant Puritan in Manchester, New Hampshire.
Please be advised that comprehensive details regarding ticket procurement and pricing are currently under-
going finalization and will be formally disseminated to all interested parties in due course.

Semper Fi.
Jesse L. Stufflebeam. SVC

4\ Call for Leadership:
Junior Vice Commandant Needed

Granite State Detachment 542 is seeking a dedicated
member to step into the role of Junior Vice Commandant.

This position plays a vital part in strengthening our
Detachment by:
* Creating membership incentives and programs that
foster growth and enthusiasm
» Supporting leadership continuity by stepping in
when needed

If you’'re passionate about serving veterans and building community, this is your chance to
lead with purpose and make a lasting impact.

Whether you’re a longtime member or newly active, your voice and energy matter. Let’s
shape the future of GSD 542 together.

Interested? Reach out to the Commandant to learn more or express vour interest.

Email Commandant

48



NEW HAMPSHIRE

Marines!

As we take this moment to reflect on Memorial Day and honor the pro-
found sacrifices made by those who gave their lives for our freedom, our
" organization remains dedicated to fostering community and upholding
cherished traditions.

In the spirit of continued engagement and support, we are
pleased to announce a series of fundraising initiatives scheduled for the
upcoming months. A significant focus of our current efforts is the meticu-
lous planning for our esteemed Marine Corps Birthday Ball. A dedicated
committee has been actively formed and is diligently working to curate
an unparalleled celebration, ensuring an evening of distinction and ca-
maraderie.

We are delighted to confirm that the Marine Corps Birthday Ball
is slated for November 10, 2026, and will be hosted at the elegant Puritan in Manchester, New Hampshire.
Please be advised that comprehensive details regarding ticket procurement and pricing are currently under-
going finalization and will be formally disseminated to all interested parties in due course.

Semper Fi.
Jesse L. Stufflebeam. SVC

4\ Call for Leadership:
Junior Vice Commandant Needed

Granite State Detachment 542 is seeking a dedicated
member to step into the role of Junior Vice Commandant.

This position plays a vital part in strengthening our
Detachment by:
* Creating membership incentives and programs that
foster growth and enthusiasm
» Supporting leadership continuity by stepping in
when needed

If you’'re passionate about serving veterans and building community, this is your chance to
lead with purpose and make a lasting impact.

Whether you’re a longtime member or newly active, your voice and energy matter. Let’s
shape the future of GSD 542 together.

Interested? Reach out to the Commandant to learn more or express vour interest.

Email Commandant

49



NEW HAMPSHIRE

GLAND D1y, CNGLAND iy,
en X Visigy, wew W

Memorial Day Reflection

We reflect, remember & honor those who gave the ultimate sacrifice. As a
combat veteran | withessed many Marines who made the ultimate sacri-
fice for our country. | will always be grateful for their service for us. Memo-
rial Day is a time to give thanks to all the deceased members of the Unit-
ed States Services. We should never forget their great sacrifice.

On the 30th of May at 11:00am | was present at the Boscawen Veterans
Cemetery and gave the invocation and prayer for our fallen. | am honored
to carry out this sacred duty as Chaplain of the Marine Corps League.

' We salute the men and women in all services of our Country yesterday,
today and tomorrow. With all of our faithful servicemen & women in all the
military branches we can look forward to a stronger country. They too are
our heroes.

Joe Duquette, Chaplain

Paymaster Second Quarter 2026
Report

This quarterly report covers activities, progress, and donations for the
Granite State Detachment, Marine Corps League from April through
June 2026.

Progress and Activities

Throughout the second quarter, our detachment continued to advance

© its mission of supporting veterans and promoting community engage-

: - ment. We organized several outreach initiatives, including participation
J in local Memorial Day ceremonies and volunteer service projects.

o These efforts helped strengthen our presence in the community and

foster camaraderie among members.

Donation Trends and Impact

During the second quarter, GSD #542 demonstrated a positive | increase in outgoing donations.
This upward trend highlights our detachment's ongoing commitment to supporting veterans and
local community groups. By maintaining steady and impactful contributions, our organization con-
tinues to fulfill its mission of service and support.
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Revo Casino Lebanon, NH Fundraising Contributions

Funds raised from our designated days at the Revo Casino are specifically allocated to assist Ma-
rines, veterans, and community organizations or individuals in New Hampshire

who are in need. These proceeds are distributed with careful consideration to ensure they directly
benefit those requiring assistance, consistent with our dedication to service within the state. The
following section details our donations made during the second quarter of 2026:

April Donations

* NH Troopers Association: $500
o Manchester Central HS students — Chaos STEM Ed Robot Competition: $1,000

May Donations

* Fiddle Ensemble Organization 2026 Concerts — Program Book - Full Page
Advertisement $500

« Manchester Veterans Medical Center — CLC VETS Bingo: $120 (three-month
supply of Bingo Bucks)

« Meals on Wheels: $500

* TUN Tavern Legacy Foundation — engraved GSD #542 4"x 8” Brick - USMC
Fundraiser: $517

e Frank A. Diekmann GSD #542 Scholarship

« $500 Scholarship Award to college student Rachel Otto

June Donations

e Frank A. Diekmann GSD #542 Scholarship
« $2,000 Scholarship Award to college bound high school 2026 graduate Arwen Feng

Looking Ahead

As we enter the next quarter, the detachment will concentrate on broadening outreach initiatives
and maintaining our commitment to assist veterans and community organizations in need. Mem-
bers are encouraged to remain engaged and actively participate, helping us build upon the
achievements from the previous quarter. By working together, we can continue to make a mean-
ingful difference in the lives of those who have served.

Respectfully submitted,

Marge Romano
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The Scholarship Committee is thrilled to announce the winners of the 2026 Frank A. Diek-
mann Academic Scholarship. We had several excellent candidates from our area schools and
which made a hard decision for the committee to select the winners. We commend all the students
hard work and determination in their academic excellence and extra curricular activities.

We selected two outstanding students, one from a high school and one from a college who
had received one of our high school scholarships in years past. Congratulations to Arwen Feng
from Hollis-Brookline High School who has been accepted to Johns Hopkins University in the fall.
Her goal is to become a pediatric cardiovascular heart surgeon and wishes to explore regenerative
technologies and bio manufactured hearts. As the step-granddaughter of a Marine veteran, GSD
542 is proud to award Arwen with $2000 toward her dreams.

Below: Arwen Feng receiving the scholarship from George Robinson of the GSD 542 MCL Scholar-
ship committee at the Hollis-Brookline High School Awards night.
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Congratulations to Rachel Otto, currently attending the University of Rhode Island and a former
winner of the Frank A. Diekmann Scholarship. Rachel is currently pursuing a degree in Animal Sci-
ence and is strongly considering becoming an animal physical therapist. With her hard work and
dedication to her studies she is working toward this goal. As the granddaughter of GSD 542's
Chaplain, Joe Duquette, we are proud to award Rachel $500 to continue in her academic goals.

Below left: Rachel Otto receiving the scholarship award from SVC Jesse Stufflebeam. Next to Ra-
chel is her grandfather Joe Duquette and her mother.

Below right: left to right is Rachel's mother, grandfather Joe, Rachel, Joey Duquette, and Jesse
Stufflebeam.

Due to the weather on Saturday May
30th, which was cold (39 degrees), rainy
and windy, the Cemetery Director, %
Shawn Buck made the decision to move
the ceremony indoors, with seating in
the Chapel for the main featured events
and overflow seating in the nearby Vet-
eran Learning Center (with live broad-
cast inside). All the early arrivals, ceme-
tery staff, MCL NH (which was hosting
the event), and veterans organizations
helped set up the extra chairs needed.
Cody Dumont, Commandant of NH
MCL, also arranged 250 cupcakes with
red, white
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and blue frosting in an American flag on a table in back. The event began at 11:00 with the colors
and singing of the National Anthem by the Manchester Memorial Choir. Bryan Westover, (Dillon
Detachment Judge Advocate), led the Pledge of Allegiance, our Chaplain, Joe Duquette, did the
Invocational prayer. Shawn Buck introduced the distinguished guests before they each spoke. This
included Major General Mikolaities, Governor Ayotte, Senator Hassan, Senator Shaheen, and Con-
gresswoman Goodlander. Between the speeches of Governor Ayotte and Senator Shaheen the
Choir sang a beautiful arrangement of the poem “Flanders Fields” The featured speakers program
then began with Cody Dumont introducing the two Marines he had chosen to speak. 1st Sgt. Leon
Rideout spoke passionately about the need to pass the Richard Star Act in Congress which would
correct the injustice of retired veterans’ disability benefits being counted against their pensions. “A
Song for Unsung Heroes” by the Choir followed: very appropriate to the subject matter of my
speech which dealt with Defense Secretary Robert McNamara'’s ill-advised “100,000” Project (a de-
liberate drafting of physically and mentally unqualified recruits during 1966-1970, Vietnam War) and
the results of that program. “America the Beautiful” followed, and then Commandant Dumont assist-
ed Governor Ayotte in laying the Memorial Day Wreath. After Chaplain Duquette’s fine Benedictory
prayer, the firing detail of seven men, made up from all the state MCL detachments performed the
21-gun salute and the bugler played taps (regally played on a “Herald Trumpet”).

L iy o
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At the April Detachment membership meeting, Cody Dumont, Commandant of the Depart-
ment of NH presented GSD 542 member Chris Peirce with the Department of NH Marine of the
Year Award. The following was read during the ceremony. For professional achievement in superior
performance of his duties as a Marine, we honor Chirstopher Peirce as the Marine of the Year for
the Department of New Hampshire Marine Corps League.

Christopher has been a member of the Granite State Detachment #542 since 2020 and has
the distinction of serving his country first as a Marine and a soldier. After leaving the service Chris-
topher has continued to serve his country and community by working tirelessly to help veterans
wherever and whenever there is a need. Christopher has supported his detachment by providing
the benefit of his wisdom and experience, but also as the judge advocate through very difficult
times and on more than one occasion, was the only officer remaining and thereby prevented the
dissolution of the detachment. Christopher served as the Commandant, Sr Vice, Jr Vice, and other
billets as needed, while the Detachment searched for qualified members to hold these roles. He of-
ten performed the duties of several vacant offices, while simultaneously mentored others into their
new roles.

Christopher not only works within the Detachment and Department, but is frequently found
assisting various other veteran groups as well. Christopher is continuously volunteering on several
various veteran awareness hikes ranging from 5 Kilometers to 22 Kilometers, connecting various
other veteran groups together with each other. He serves tirelessly on several veteran councils and
provides a voice for all veterans throughout the state to benefit not only the League, but the greater
veteran community. Christopher truly embodies what is meant by taking care of the troops first.
Christopher’s dedication, professionalism, perseverance, and commitment to excellence reflects
great credit upon himself, his family, his Detachment and the Marine Corps League, and is keeping
in the highest traditions of the United States Marine Corps and Naval service.

CONGRATULATIONS CHRIS!

. . ,
ﬁ 1 .‘i
e |
N _ y
5. IR

}




Thank you to all that made the trip to Lebanon, NH during the Granite State Detachment
Charitable Gaming days in May. If not for the volunteers to cover the table, we would not
have had a presence at the event which is important for the players at the casino to know
who their play supports in the community. We will not know what our proceeds for these 10
days will be for about another week, but rest assured, we are working on a plan as to how
we will distribute these funds back into the community, right now.

Below: Paul Coutu and Chris Peirce covering the information and donation table at Revo
Casino in Lebanon, NH.

#PlayLikeARebel #RebelsWithACause
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On May 23, 2026, GSD 542 Commandant Eric Anthony participated in the Eagle
Scout Court of Honor for Arjun Puninchittaya.




NEW HAMPSHIRE

Arthur Allison 1934 — 2026

The passing of Arthur Allison was first announced in a blog post in March on the
GSD website and we wanted to share in the next possible newsletter as well. The
date for the cemetery services have not been announced yet, but we will send out
an email to all when it is announced.

To see the full write up done on Arthur back in
2021 GSD 542 newsletter as well as his obituary at
this link. https://granitestatemarines.com/arthur-
allison-1934-2026/

Bingo at the VA Hospital is on the 3rd Sunday of the month.

Each month the G5D 542 MCL members volunteer to help the residence of the VA to
play bingo. If you are interested in helping your fellow veterans and have some fun in
the process, please contact Joe Duquette.

Our next Marine Corps Bingo will be on Sunday, July 19, 2026 and then
August 16, 2026. We meet at the lower level parking lot at 12:30pm. VA
Hospital at 318 Smyth Road, Manchester.

Please call Joe Duguette if you are available to volunteer. 603-540-9807
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During the April GSD Membership meeting students from the Central High
School Chaos 131 FIRST Robotics Team gave a presentation to the membership.
Five students of the team shared what the team was about and how being a part of
the group has affected their lives.

They advised us that two well-known Marines graduated from Central High

School, Rogers Blood and Rene Gagnon and that the bell from the ship named
after Blood is located at Central High School and is ming every Memorial day

during their ceremony.

The students and team mentors did a wonderful job explaining about FIRST and
their hopes of gualifying for the national competition in TX. They are raising
money for the team to travel and participate in the national competition if they
qualify this coming weekend.

GSD 542 donated $1000 to their fundraiser which helped them travel to TX for
the national finals which they did qualify to go to.
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At a recent meeting the membership of Granite State Detachment 542 approved a
donation to the Manchester Meals on Wheels organization. Below is GSD 542
SV Jesse Stufflebeam presenting the check to Zach Paone, Director of

Development for Meals on Wheels.
BELOW

At the April GSD 542 Membership meeting we invited the NH Troopers
Association to present them with funds that were approved at a previous meeting.

Trooper John Janocz from Troop B in Bedford and an enlisted Marine for five
vears shared a little bit about what the NH Troopers Association does and how
funding like GSD 542 helps them meet those objectives. An example that he
shared was that they covered the travel costs to have four troopers from NH go to
an out of state service for a fallen trooper.

For more details on how they support the community please visit

htips://www.nhtrooper.org/. A check presentation was done with John Janocz,
Eric Anthony and Sara Steffen.
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At the June GSD 542 Membership meeting a check was presented by Eric
Anthony to Kaylee Bass, member and representative of the local Boy Scout troop
that the detachment donated funds to purchase a canoe trailer for the troop. This
donation was made name in memory of a member that has passed, this is the Dan
Fedor Campership Scholarship. We hope to have pictures in the future with
Kaylee presenting the check to the troop and will share those in the next
newsletter.

From member Sara Steffen about her son and his accom-
plishments with being accepted into the John Philip Sousa National
High School Honors Band. A few things about Noah.... Noah plays
multiple instruments with his main instrument being the euphonium.
He is also a student athlete at Goffstown High School and is on the
Varsity Volleyball team.

Noah’s dad served in the USMC and has many family members
that served and continue to serve our country. He was selected for
NH Allstate last year and this year made 1st seat. Noah was also
participated in music festivals held at UNH and Plymouth State Uni-
versity. Noah enjoys helping veterans and volunteers with the
GSMCL. To the right is a picture of Noah with Sgt. Selmer from
when he played with the 39th Army Band last Veterans Day.

If you are interested in learning more about the John Philip Sousa
National High

School Honors Band performances and about the organization in general, please
go to Festival | John Philip Sousa National High School Honor Band. The

tickets should go on sale soon for the July 12-15th festival.
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We are starting a list of businesses in our area that offer discounts to Veterans. If you know oth-

ers please email us at granitestatemarines542@gmail.com .
Bass Pro Shops - Hooksett

The Home Depot

Lowes

Tucker's Restaurant -Bedford, Hooksett, and Merrimack
T-Bones - Bedford, Derry, and Concord

VIP's Tires and Service - Bedford -offers discounts for veterans and offer free NH state inspec-
tions, check their website for other locations for their offerings. For a list of Veteran Owned

Business in NH please visit:
www.veteranownedbusiness.com they have a listing of discounts based on location.

9/16/25 The Homeland Heroes Foundation (Limited time offer)

www.Homelandheroesfoundation.org - they recently received a call from a local roofing company that
would like to donate two new roofs to veterans in need. The company is willing to go from the Mass border
to Rochester, NH. If you know of someone with this need please contact the editor of this newsletter Jo
Zurwell and she will get the contact information.

Get one year of LinkedIn Premium and
LinkedIn Learning for free.

m In collaboration with SheerlD, LinkedIn offers eligible

members of the U.S. military community one year of access to
LinkedIn Premium. You'll also get unlimited access to more
than 10,000 courses through our LinkedIn Learning platform as
a part of the program.

Social Impact

Click on the button below and it will bring you to a form to fill out to sign up for one
year of free usage of LinkedIn.

Sign Up for Linkedin
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Running errands, busy day, lists to finish

“You a Veteran?”

A thought- Guess he can read the words on the hat
The answer, “Yes sir I am.”

“What did you do?” Here we go

“Corpsman, as in Medic with the marines”

“Wow, I bet you saw some stuff.”

Unsaid, you think?

“Some, a few things I saw, a few.”
Thoughts flow

Can’t have the details though

Not yours to have. They’re mine to keep
Sure, I saw things, still do

A pittance of what I lived

Sights, sounds, tastes, smells

Fear and anger, rage and joy, all there
They’re mine “Thank you for your service™”

Meant? Or just a phrase to repeat because you heard it?
Don’t matter, don’t matter, move on

“Appreciate it sir — Have a good day.”

A message from Doc - I am willing to listen to any veteran's story and try to
construct a poem for them. Done a number of them. So if anyone is interested,
they can reach out to me. For Doc's email click here.
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Members of the Marine Corps League join together in
camaraderie and fellowship for the purpose of preserving
the traditions and promoting the interests of the United
States Marine Corps.

Our mission is to voluntarily aid and render assistance to
all Marines, FMF Chaplains, FMF Corpsmen and former
Marines, FMF Chaplains and FMF Corpsmen and to their

widows and orphans.

Our Membership Coverage Area is the greater
Hillsborough County with some towns in Rockingham County. For the full list of towns we
encompass, please check out our membership page on our website.

Monthly Meetings

When: Monthly Meetings of the Granite State Detachment are held on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month

Where: The American-Canadian Genealogical Society (ACGS), 1 Sundial Ave, Suite 317,
Manchester, NH 03103

Time: Meetings begin promptly and 1800

Info: Membership is not a requirement for attendance and guests are always welcome to
attend these events.

Visit our Website for More Info
Membership Application



* FOR YOUR INFORMATION =

Below please find some links for the VA website that may be helpful to you.

Outreach events
VA benefits can help Veterans and their families buy homes, earn degrees, start
careers, stay healthy, and more. Join an event for conversation and information.

Outreach Materials
Use our outreach materials to help Veterans manage their journey with VA and
learn about their benefits.

State Departments of VA Offices
Select a state or territory below to visit the website for that location’s Department
of Veterans Affairs office.

Download or Print out vour VA Welcome Kit

Whether you’re just getting out of the service or you’ve been a civilian for vears
now, the VA Welcome Kit can help guide yvou to the benefits and services you’ve
earned.

Granite State Detachment #3542 MCL has partnered with

Revo Casino and Social House with the NH Charitable
Gaming in the last couple of vears, and has been
selected to participate again this vear.

AND SOCIAL HOUSE

The funds we receive from our assigned days at the
Lebanon, NH Revo Casino will be designated to support local NH based Marine and
Veteran organizations or individuals in need.

#PlayLike ARebel
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Some of you may have noticed that back in May our Facebook page was no longer
published on the social media site. It seems that someone attacked (hacked) our page and
made it so that it was unpublished and no mater what we did to fix it, nothing worked.

Therefore, we have had to recreate our Facebook page with a slightly different page name.

Below is the link for the new page, we ask that you go to the page and click the follow
button so that you can see all of our posts.

The eight-point Veteran’s Creed is:

I am an American Veteran

[ proudly served my country

[ live the values I learned in the military

[ continue to serve my community, my country and my fellow veterans
I maintain my physical and mental discipline

I continue to lead and improve

I make a difference

I honor and remember my fallen comrades

SRR e e b e

oo

Source: https://www.viw.org/media-and-events/latest-releases/archives/2018/6/veterans-
organizations-establish-veterans-creed



SCRATCHING’S FROM THE DOGS
MILITARY ORDER OF THE DEVIL DOGS

OPERATION

INITIATIVE
TO SUPPORT LOCAL
ANIMAL SHELTERS
THROUGH DONATIONS OF
DOG FOOD AND FUNDING.

TAKING CARE OF THOSE
WHO CAN'T TAKE CARE

W
LEVELE)D

NO BOWL LEFT EMPTY




RHODE ISILAND

TRIBUTE TO FALLEN SOLDIERS
VISITS COVENTRY, RHODE ISLLAND

For the past 17 years, the Tribute to Fallen Soldiers Memorial Torch Motorcycle Ride de-
parts Eugene, Oregon enroute to Arlington National Cemetery, Virginia, to honor post 9/11 fallen
service members. Tribute to Fallen Soldiers Northwest is a group of extremely passionate, patriotic
and caring people from all over the country who gather

to ride their motorcycles , 17TH ANNUAL each summer to honor and
pay tribute to America&#39;s (ﬁ TO FALLEN SiD\lER& fallen service members. As
everyday American&#39;s, they graciously extend their

ilies of every fallen service
pledge that the Gold Star

be forgotten. (Tribute to Fall-
501(c)(3) non-profit corpora-

heartfelt gratitude to the fam- %
member, and they make a .
families fallen hero will never
en Soldiers Northwest is a
tion.)

This year the group made a stop in Coventry, RI
to meet Ed and Regina Rob- erts, parents of U.S. Marine
LCpl Holly Charette. Holly <L HONORING TrE FALLEN [~ was killed by a terrorist truck
bomb in Fallujah on June 23, N 2005. She was temporarily

serving with the Lioness program which provided security and screening for Iraqi females in Fallujah.
Her job was to search Iragi women and female children who entered the city in support of an effort to
secure the area of weapons threats. It was her first chance to work in the field, but the mailroom
was where her heart was. Holly deployed with Headquarters Battalion, 2d Marine Division, as a mail
clerk. She, along with Corporal Ramona Valdez of Bronx, NY, were the first two female Marines
killed in Iraq in that horrible bombing. On July 27, 2026, several Marine Corps League members
landed at Ed and Regina’s home to be present for the Tribute to Fallen Soldiers visit. LCpl Charette
was our sister, which now makes her parents our family too. NE Division Vice Commandant Pat
Maguire and MCL Member at Large, Jamie DePaola, joined in the flag detail. The Coventry, Rl fire
department provided the ladder flag and the police department assisted in coordinating the traffic
detail. The entire family and many friends were on hand to provide witness to this memorable event.

Although it has been twenty-one years since LCpl Charette died, her Gold Star family never
forgets and shares Holly’s spirit with all who meet them. If you would like to support the work of the
Tribute Ride — which is all volunteer and at their personal expense, there website is:

The 2026 Tribute Ride — Tribute To Fallen Soldiers Northwest

Peter DePaola,
Chaplain

Dept of CT

Marine Corps League
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Hello to the members of the New England Division and their families. | am

honored to have been asked to once again present HAMSAL (Help A Marine, Save
A Life) to your membership at the Division Conference in June. | last presented to
your Division 2 years ago and have since added more pertinent information as
well as resources. For those of you who do not know about HAMSAL, it was
created when New England Division member, Past National Commandant Warren
Griffin wanted to do more for our membership and their families regarding

mental health and wellness. So, this is when HAMSAL was created. HAMSAL
centers around taking care of yourself, as well as taking care of each other,
suicide awareness and prevention, mental health and substance use, as well as
my journey.

| have attended many Division Conferences upon request and presented the
HAMSAL PowerPoint to talk about the things that we don’t talk about enough.
What's that you say, you don't like talking about these uncomfortable topics?
Well, | am here to tell you that those days are gone. We are our brothers and
sisters keeper, whether you know it or it like it. As leaders in our communities,
we must do this together, we cannot do this alone.

As a retired Police Officer and Marine Corps veteran in recovery, | understand
about suffering in silence and fighting that stigma, especially within our
community. Now | stand tall and recover loudly and help others with their mental
health and substance use. Please feel free to reach out to me at any time and
contact me at shoremarines@gmail.com and 732-921-7411. | hope to see you in
June, make sure you come up and introduce yourself to me. Semper Fi!

Brian Gillespie
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FOR

Connect to resources and opportunities:
Whether you're just starting the transition pro-

cess, or you've already made the move to civilian

life, the Marine
for Life Network
is here to help
you grow your
professional net-
work and provide
the support and
guidance you
need to succeed
beyond the mili-
tary.

Strengthen your professional relationships
and expand your network.: Networking is cru-
cial in today's professional world. The Marine for
Life Network facilitates your networking capabili-
ties through two lines of effort: virtual and face-to
-face communication.

Virtual: Join the Marine for Life Network's grow-
ing community of Marines, Veterans, and military
community members on LinkedIn. This premier
professional networking site is an excellent re-
source for accessing career tools, staying con-
nected with peers, and developing your profes-
sional brand. To connect, start by setting up a
profile and joining a Marine for Life regional net-

NIARINE

NETWORK

LIFE

work group.

Face-to-Face: More than 70 Marine for Life
Representatives serves our program as
hometown links.
| These represent-

atives create a
bridge between
the military and
civilian communi-
ties across the
nation, connect-
ing you to military
- -friendly job op-
portunities, career resources, and networking
events. Your local representative will help you
build relationships and explore employment, ed-
ucation, and community resources in your cur-
rent area or the area where you plan to move.
Military Spouses too! The Marine for Life Net-
work is committed to helping military spouses
build relationships and connections that can ben-
efit them in both their personal and professional
lives. By leveraging the power of the Marine for
Life Network, military spouses can tap into a wid-
er network of employers, academic institutions,
entrepreneurship resources, and more!
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NIARINE
FOR LIFE

NETWORK

MARINE FOR LIFE NETWORK

Connecting transitioning Marines and their

famiy mambers 0 eication reseurces ONCE A MARINE,
heciurimuinssiennalll ALWAYS A MARINE!

outside of military service.

Career & Technical Educational Entrepreneurial
Opportunities Opportunities Endeavors

NETWORKING ISKEY
Linked in Face to Face Network

rﬁ Our online network We focus on connecting
utilizes Linkedin to help ’ Marine Veterans to local
2 Marines network with and national resources, as
in . one anothgr and e well as encouraging
B n connect with employers et nctvyo«kmg t-hrough
who want to hire Marine For Life events
Marines, and meet ups

m company/marine-1oe-life-network @ marneforlife org e 866-645-8762 n IMarmvef orlifeNetwork




WOUNDED WARRIOR REGIMENT

WWR Fact Sheet

District Injured Support Coordinators &
Field Support Representatives

District Injured Support Coordinators (DISCs) and Field Support Representatives (FSRs) are an integral part
of the Wounded Warrior Regiment’s (WWR) support structure. They act as a conduit to Marine Corps,
Veterans Affairs (VA), and civilian resources for Marines recovering away from a military installation or
transitioning to veteran status. DISCs are Marine reservists and FSRs are contract support geographically
dispersed to provide assistance and community liaison where needed.

What Services do DISCs and FSRs offer? Who They Support
e Marines transitioning to vetcran
« Qutreach through calls or face-to-face contact with WII Marines status
and their families requiring assistance. e S N
o Assistance with accessing VA and community resources. « Marings recovering in remote
locations away from military or
e Facilitate veteran medical care through VA patient advocates or federal resources

OIF/OEF Coordinators. o TDRL/PDRL Marines

« Information on family and caregiver support services (i.e. respite

. scholarship opportunities, counseling support).
I PP S Where They are Located

o Access to education and employment resources in their local DISCs and FSRs are gcographically
communities (i.e. resume development, interview skills, network/ dispersed across the country and arc
employment opportunities, and application completion). generally collocated with VA-operated

medical centers. vet centers. and out-

e Support in working with representatives from medical facilities, paticnt clinics offering primary and
the VA, legal authorities, businesses, and non-profit specialized care.
organizations.

« Immediate access to the WWR’s medical section and VA for
psychological health resources and support, including referrals to Related Fact Sheets
local resources to ensure WII Marines receive timely and . }:’Vounded Warrior Regiment Call

i enter
appropriate care. .
MSgt Charles Yo ¢ Transition
. . 9 . u e Recovery Care Coordinator
District Injured Support
Coordinator (DSC)
508-740-4331 6O
Charles.you.mil@usmc.mil

Fact Sheet: Transition
Released: 03012018v2
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GOLF CLUB®
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‘A Lfoung Maﬂnes}))

t';,, _LEE ERMEY,

| / emorial GOLE TOURNAMENT

September 25, 2026

*

Join us for a day of fun and
friendly competition on the greens
as we raise funds and awareness
for the Young Marines Program!




" HUMOR AROUND THE DIVISION

A barber gave a haircut to a priest one : e warnead...
day. When the priest tried to pay for the haircut, o
the barber refused, saying "you do God's work." the COffee hasn t

The next morning the barber found a dozen Bi- kiCked in.

bles at the door of his shop. A policeman came in
for a haircut, again the barber refused to accept
his money. "You protect the public" he said. The
next morning, the barber found two dozen donuts
at the door of his shop. A politician came to the
barber for a haircut, again the barber refused
payment saying "You serve the people." The next
morning the barber found a dozen politicians
waiting in line at his door for a free haircut

If my body
was a car,
I'd trade
itin for a [/ SOME PEOPLE ARE

qnewer [ e esoneo

mode[ AND FULL

A e OF SH!T

: ..* 5 \‘ ,y\r/,,‘ | everytime
.Vmﬂ r : " Icough
= or sneeze,

,, mg radiator
' leeks and
m exhaust

BACI( FIRES.
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MARINE CORPS

ASSOCIATION

EST 1913

Building a strong relationship to secure the future

As a member of the Marine Corps Association, you will be well-
connected with the Corps with MCA’s membership benefits:
Resources:

Leatherneck — Magazine of the Marines and The Marine Corps Gazette are our monthly flagship publications
that feature valuable information from the Corps. Members can select print and/or digital issues and can ac-
cess more than one hundred years of issues of both magazines online for free. Non-members do not have
access to our Magazine archives. Click here to see sample issues.

o The MARINE Shop is our retail store that assists Marines with their uniform requirements regardless of
rank and offers many Marine Corps themed gifts and apparel.
MCA Group Insurance Program features valuable insurance products with your needs in mind — all
backed by an association you can trust. We leverage the buying power of our MCA members to bring
you competitive group rates and offer one convenient source for
the following products:
Term Life Insurance
TRICARE Supplement
Dental Insurance
Vision Insurance
Pet Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance
Medicare Insurance Plans
Individual and Family Health Insurance Plans

To learn more about the benefits of the Marine Corps Association
Group Insurance Program, Click Here or call (800) 845-4685.

Networking Opportunities:

Discounted Professional Events: Our members receive discounted
rates for our MCA professional dinners and events held annually
throughout the Corps. Our dinners provide members with access
to senior leaders of the Marine Corps, Department of Defense, and
industry. Active-duty members can attend for free.

Professional Development:

MCA Battle Study Packages: Members will have access to all of our
Battle Study Packages and learn from the lessons of the battles of
the past to excel in the Corps battlefields of the future.

MCA Decision-Making Exercises: Members can practice solving
issues to increase their ability to make decisions through dozens
of tactical and ethical decision games

MCA Corps Voices: Hear the Corps' icons from Chesty Puller to
Alexander Vandegrift to Al Gray discuss issues, challenges, and
battlefield tactics in these audio excerpts recorded over the last
one hundred years.
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1
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2026

SEPTEMBER

2026

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 12
15 16 17 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

T 2007 Verhead LT s vertendd o ogen day
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HELP WANTED

Each edition | will list any job a Department
has that is open. We need to encourage Marines to
step up and fill these positions. Many people think
that those of us that hold positions have some special
skills that allow us to do these things we do but that is
not true. We are all here because we feel we have
more to offer and more to do. We appreciate that you
come to the meetings but think how much more you
could help by stepping up. | think by now | have heard
just about every excuse to why people can’t do things
but you can and that is a conversation you need to
have with yourself. No one ever joined the Marine
Corps because they thought there were easy no
stress jobs here. There are jobs listed here that if not
filled would prevent a Department form functioning.

Department of CT- Is seeking an Americanism
Chair. Your duties would include overseeing the De-
partments participation and entries into the American-
ism program.

Department of CT- Is seeking a VAVS NORTH and
VAVS SOUTH. These position have been open for a
while there are training videos available on the Na-
tional Website.

Department of CT- Is seeking a Boy Scout Liaison

Department of CT- Is seeking a Youth Physical Fit-
ness liaison to make contact with schools to set up
the program and help out wherever needed.

Department of CT- Is seeking a Historian

New England Division- is seeking a Historian, who
will take over keeping the history and accomplish-
ments of the Division.

New England Division- is seeking a Legal Advisor
and for this position you would need skills to advise
the Division on all legal matters.

New England Division— is seeking a Auxiliary Liai-
son . This position needs to be filled by a strong indi-
vidual who would basically bring the Auxiliary back to
life. You would need good communication skills as
well as drive and ambition.
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CLASSIFIED SECTION

New England Division- is seeking a seeking a
Youth Physical Fitness liaison to make contact with
schools to set up the program and help out wherever
needed.

The pain you hide
becomes the power

you rise with.

Every scar on your body and every

weight on your soul is proof you kept
going. Pain can drown a weak man,
but it forges a strong one. The world
never sees your silent battles — only
the strength you walk out with. Rise
with the very pain that tried to break
you.

Turn it into something unstoppa-
ble.

Turn it into the version of you

that refuses to die



INDIANAPOLIS CONVENTION

HELP ‘STUFF A BUS’

FOR THE V.A. HOSPITAL
IN INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA!

e WE NEED YOUR
DONATIONS OF:

* BLANKETS
* TOILETRIES

— = SOCKS
> » MONETARY

X

%
»*
»
»*
»*
»*
*
»*
*
*
*

il
THE Y MARINES . =
AND THE nﬂ'ﬁ#«? :':%% LEAGUE

Let’s honor these Veterans for their service to our
country by supporting them in their time of need!

RICHARD L. ROUDEBUSH VA MEDICAL CENTER
1481 WEST TENTH STREET
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46202-2884

Items may be sent directly to the VA USE MCL—INDY

(% % x x xERpAAEA
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©) INDIANAPOLIS CONVENTION @

THE CHECKERED
FLAG CIRCUIT

S ‘ See Liz for
‘ details/orders

)" All proceeds go to
the Young Marines

SEE YOU AT THE WINNERS CIRCLE! +

Shirts are $35.00 Contact Liz Anderson
Email: mseanderson515@gmail.com FaceBook- Elizabet Anderson—Hunter
Text 781-552-9470
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THE CHECKERED
FLAG CIRCU|T

All proceeds go to the Young Marines!
SEE YOU AT THE WINNERS CIRCLE! <4

Shirts are $35.00 Contact Liz Anderson
Email: mseanderson515@gmail.com FaceBook- Elizabet Anderson—Hunter
Text 7818 1552-9470




STADIUM

Event Time

Event

-HE—“"

Sundav, August 09, 2()26

" e
M o

"‘1!:' e

Location

0730-1630

M.0.D.D. Initiates

Quincey's

0800 - 1100

MCL Bylaws Committee Meeting

International Boardroom

0900 - 1300

MCLA Budget Committee Meeting

Director's Row 2

1000 - 1200 |MODD Staff Growl Golden Ballroom 6-7
1000 - 1300 |MCLA Bylaws Committee Meeting Director's Row 1
1100 - 1230 |MCL Foundation Meeting International Boardroom
1300 - 1700 |MCL Ship's Store Golden Ballroom 1-2
1300 - 1700 |MCLA Ship's Store Director's Row 3
1300 - 1700 |M.0.D.D. Quartermaster Golden Ballroom 3
1300 - 1600 |Indianapolis Room - Local Ship’s Stores (MCL & MCLA) Fortune Square D
1300 - 1600 [*MCL National Board of Trustees Meeting International Boardroom
1300 - 1600 |*MCLA National Board of Trustees Meeting Director's Row 2
1300 - 1700 |MCL Registrations Director's Row 4
1300 - 1700 |MCLA Registrations Convention Hall Lobby
1300 - 1700 |M.0.D.D. PDD Registration Golden Ballroom 4-5

1300 - 1700

M.0.D.D. Registration (Dog House)

Golden Ballroom 4-5

1530-1700

Scholarship Committee Meeting

Director's Row 1

1600 - 1700

First Timers Welcome - MCL Commandant, MCLA President &

MODD Chief Devil Dog

Hall of Champions

1700 - 2100

Early Bird -

*At Call of Commandant. MCL: President. MCLA: Chief Devil Doe. MODD
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INDIANAPOLIS CONVENTION

Monday, August 10, 2026

Event Time Event Location
0630 - 0800 |Breakfast Golden Preconvene
0730 - 1630 |M.O.D.D. Initiates Quincey's
0800 - 0815 |Morning Colors Flag Pole
0800 - 1600 |MCL Registration Director's Row 4
0800 - 1600 |MCLA Registration Convention Hall Lobby
0800 - 1700 |M.O.D.D. Registration (Dog House) Golden Ballroom 4-5
0800 - 1600 |MCL Ships Stores Golden Ballroom 1-2
0800 - 1600 |MCLA Ships Stores Director's Row 3
0800 - 1600 |M.O.D.D. Quartermaster Golden Ballroom 3
0800 - 1600 |Indianapolis Room - Local Ship's Stores (MCL & MCLA) Fortune Square D
0900 - 1700 |VA Benefits Claims Clinic International Boardroom
0900 - 1700 |VA Mobile Clinic for Comp & Pen Exams Parking Lot
0900 - 1200 |loint Opening Session (MCL&MCLA) Guest: VA Secretary Collins Hall of Cha;mpions
flow MCL & MCLA Chaplains
Transitional 5 Minute Recess
Chapel of Four Chaplains
1100 - 1200 |Past Chief Devil Dog Society Meeting Golden Ballroom 6-7
1200 - 1300 |Break for Lunch - Grab and Go Convention Lobby
1300 - 1600 |MCL Business Session Hall of Champions
1300 - 1600 |MCLA Business Session Fortune Square A/B/C
1300 - MCL Opening Session Hall of Champions
Rules of Convention Bruce Rakfeldt
Dedication TJ Morgan
Newsletter Awards Walt Benson
Public Relations John Taylor
Closing Ceremony T)] Morgan
Right after [Department Commandant’s Council Meeting Hall of Champions
1700 - 2000 |Comedy Show Quincey's
Tuesday, August 11, 2026
Event Time Event Location
0630 - 0800 |Breakfast Golden Preconvene
0730 - 1630 |M.O.D.D. Initiates Quincey's
0800 - 0815 |Morning Colors Flag Pole
0800 - 1600 |MCL Registration Director's Row 4
0800 - 1600 |MCLA Registration Convention Hall Lobby
0800 - 1700 |M.0.D.D. Registration (Dog House) Golden Ballroom 4-5
0800 - 1600 |MCL Ship's Store Golden Ballroom 1-2
0800 - 1600 |MCLA Ship's Store Director's Row 3
0800 - 1600 |M.0.D.D. Quartermaster Golden Ballroom 3
0800 - 1600 [Indianapolis Room - Local Ship's Stores (MCL & MCLA) Fortune Square D
0900 - 1700 |VA Benefits Claims Clinic International Boardroom
0900 - 1700 |VA Mobile Clinic for Comp & Pen Exams_ Parking Lot




INDIANAPOLIS CONVENTION

Tuesday, August 11, 2026

Event Time Event Location
0900 - 1200 |MCLA Business Session Fortune Square A/B/C
0900 - 1200 |MCL Business Session Hall of Champions
0900 - Call Convention to Order TJ Morgan
Credentials Committee Report Teresa Terry
National Commandant T) Morgan
National Senior Vice Cmdt & Dept Cmdt Council Rpt Russ Miller
MNational Junior Vice Commandant David Porter
MNational Judge Advocate & Resolutions Bruce Rakfeldt
Conventions/Conferences Committee Jim Ransom
2028 Presentations Jim Ransom
Vote on 2028 National Convention Proposals Jim Ransom
1130 - 1230 |MCLA President’s Council Meeting Director's Row 2
1200 - 1300 |MCLA Past National President Luncheon Private Dinning Room
1200 - 1300 |Break for Lunch - Grab and Go Convention Lobby
1300 - 1500 |MCLA Business Session continues Fortune Square A/B/C
1300 - 1600 |MCL Business Session continues Hall of Champions
1305 - 1320 |Young Marines - Presenting James Laskey Award to NYMOY Bill Davis
1600 Closing Ceremony TJ] Morgan
1600 - 1700 |Americanism Committee Director's row 1
1800 - 2000
Wednesday, August 12, 2026
Event Time Event Location
0630 - 0800 |Breakfast Golden Preconvene
0730-1330
0730 - 1630 |M.O.D.D. Initiates Quincey's
0745 - 1345 |MODDF Scratch Fortune Square A/B/C
0800 - 0815 |Morning Colors Flag Pole
0800 - 1200 |MCL Registration Director's Row 4
0800 - 1200 |MCLA Registration Convention Hall Lobby
Closed MCL Ship’s Store Golden Ballroom 1-2
Closed MCLA Ship's Store Director's Row 3
0800 - 1300 |M.0.D.D. Quartermaster Golden Ballroom 3
0800 - 1600 |Indianapolis Room - Local Ship's Stores (MCL & MCLA) Fortune Square D
0800 - 1300 |M.0.D.D. Dog House Golden Ballroom 4-5
0800 - 1000 |Marine of the Year Society Meeting Director’s Row 1
0900 - 1700 |VA Benefits Claims Clinic International Boardroom
0900 - 1700 |VA Mobile Clinic for Comp & Pen Exams Parking Lot
0900 - 1200 |M.0O.D.D. Initiation Hall of Champions
1300 - 1500 |National Convention Committee Meeting Director's Row 1
1200 - 1630 |M.0.D.D. Supreme Growl Hall of Champions
1600 - 1700 |M.0.D.D. Dog of the Year Society Growl Golden Ballroom 6-7
1900 - 1930 |Hospitality Cash Bar Preconvene Hall
1930 - 2130 |Mischief & Merriment Dinner hosted by the MODD and Fleas Hall of Champions
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INDIANAPOLIS CONVENTION

Thursday, August 13, 2026

Event Time Event Location
0630 - 0800 |Breakfast Golden Preconvene
0700 - 0900 |PNC Society Private Dining Room
0800 - 0815 [Morning Colors Flag Pole
0800 - 0900 |MCLA Div Vice President's Workshop Fortune Square A/B/C
0800 - 0900 |PNP Society Board Meeting Director's Row 1
0800 - 0900 |PCDD Board Meeting Director's Row 2
0800 - 1600 |MCL Registration Director’'s Row 4
0800 - 1600 |MCLA Registration Convention Hall Lobby
0800 - 1600 |MCL Ship's Store Golden Ballroom 1-2
0800 - 1600 |MCLA Ship's Store Director's Row 3
0800 - 1700 |M.0.D.D. Quartermaster Golden Ballroom 3
0800 - 1600 |Indianapolis Room - Local Ship's Stores (MCL & MCLA) Fortune Square D
0800 - 1700 |M.O.D.D. Dog House Golden Ballroom 4-5
0900 - 1700 |VA Benefits Claims Clinic International Boardroom
0900 - 1700 |VA Mobile Clinic for Comp & Pen Exams Parking Lot
0900 - 1200 |MCLA Business Session Fortune Squ:are A/B/C
0900 - 1200 |MCL Business Session Hall of Champions
0900- Dpening Ceremony TJ Morgan
Credentials Committee Report Teresa Terry
Budget Committee Report Budget Committee
Bylaws Committee Presents Proposed Changes Bruce Rakfeldt
Marine for Life David Ossian
1000 - 1200 |MODD Staff Meeting Golden Ballroom 6/7
Youth Physical Fitne-ss J US Marines Youth Foundation Sean Patton
Marine Corps League Foundation Jerry Holt
1200 - 1330 |Break for Lunch - Grab and Go Convention Lobby
1330 - 1530 |MCLA Business Session continues Fortune Square A/B/C
1330 - 1530 |MCL Business Session continues Hall of Champions
1330 Call Convention to Order TJ Morgan
PNC Council Report Warren Griffin
Nomination of Officers T) Morgan
1530 Closing Ceremony TJ Morgan
1700 - 2000
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INDIANAPOLIS CONVENTION

Friday, August 14, 2026

Event Time Ewvent Location
0630 - 0800 |Breakfast Golden Preconvene
0745 - 0845 |MCLA Past President’s Club Director's Row 1
0800 - 0815 |Marning Colors Flag Pole
0800 - 1200 |MCL Registration Director's Row 4
0B0O0 - 1200 |MCLA Registration Convention Hall Lobby
0800 - 1200 |MCL Ship's Store Golden Ballroom 1-2
0800 - 1200 |MCLA Ship's Store Director's Row 3
0800 - 1200 |M.0.D.D. Quartermaster Golden Ballroom 3
0800 - 1200 |Indianapolis Room - Local Ship's Stores (MCL 8 MCLA) Fortune Square D
0B00 - 1200 |M.0.D.D. Dog House Golden Ballroom 4-5
0900 - 1700 |VA Benefits Claims Clinic International Boardroom
0900 - 1700 |VA Mohile Clinic for Comp & Pen Exams Parking Lot
0900 - 1200 |MCLA Business 5ession Fortune Sguare A/B/C
0900 - 1200 |MCL Business Session Hall of Champions
0900 - Call Convention to Order T! Margan
0900 - 0905 |Credentials Committee Report Teresa Terry
0905 - 0915 |Chief Dewil Dog Report for MAODD loe Deangeln
0915 - 0925 |President MCLA Report Dotty Sanning
0930 - 0940 |Marksmanship Awards Mike Sturch
0940 -0950 |Americanism Awards lon Zwirblia
0950 - 1000 |10 minute Break
1000 - 1030 |va Volunteer Service and Veteran Service Officer Awards Philip Du
Moderated Panel Discussion - Dept of VA Under Secretaries of .
1030 - 1130 MNCA [Cemetery), VHA (Health), and VBA [Benefits) Philip Du
1130-1300 |Break for Lunch - Grab and Go Convention Lobby
1300 - 1500 |MCLA Business Session continues Fortune Sguare A/B/C
1300 - 1500 |MCL Business Session continues Hall of Champions
Call Convention to Order T) Morgan
Toys for Tots David Cooper/Russ Miller
Remaining Reports Not Given T) Margan
Motion to Accept All Reports T! Margan
Unfinished Business/MNew Business/Good of the League T) Morgan
Credentials Committee Final Report Teresa Terry
Election and Installation of Officers TJ Maorgan
1500 Closing Ceremony T) Morgan
1800 - 1900 |Formal Reception (Cash Bar) Preconvene Hall
1900 - 2200 |Grand Banguet - Close the Convention Hall of Champions
Event Time Event Location
0630 - D200 |Breakfast Golden Preconvene
0800 - 1200 International Boardroom

*MCL Mational Board of Trustees Meeting
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h DAY WORD OF THE DAY

9 Over the centuries, certain Latin phrases have been used widely enough in
M I N E § English to get included in the dictionary. This is one of the favorites:
A\ = £

‘HE DEVI ~_ Semper Fidelis
| sem-per fi-dey-lis;

‘Always faithful”

. ! . These two words have long served as motto for families, schools,
Regardless of the situation, the Marine Corps [ElleRelie EUIFE LT TS § =1 IV E WRST IR FE R B (T U1 0 B 2 ] VT TR o T o

has an answer for almost everything.
A Marines Prayer EXAMPLE:

He will receive the Semper Fidelis Award for his support of the Marine Corps University Foundation.

Almighty Father, whose command is
over all and whose love never fails, make me
aware of Thy presence and obedient to Thy Source:
will. Keep me true to my best self, guarding Merriam-Webster Dictionary - http://bit.ly/1evC7oa
me against dishonesty in purpose and deed Image Source:
and helping me to live so that I can face my  [REEESIENTGGIENGIY
fellow Marines, my loved ones, and Thee
without shame or fear. Protect my family.

Give me the will to do the work of a
Marine and to accept my share of responsibil-
ities with vigor and enthusiasm. Grant me
the courage to be proficient in my daily per-
formance. Keep me loyal and faithful to my
superiors and to the duties my Country and

the Marine Corps have entrusted to me. Help me to wear my uniform
with dignity, and let it remind me daily of the traditions which [ must
uphold.
If I am inclined to doubt, steady my faith; if [ am tempted, make me
strong to resist; if [ should miss the mark, give me courage to try again.
Guide me with the light of truth and grant me wisdom by which [ may
understand the answer to my prayer. Amen
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